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An investigation into the transformation
of Jerusalem after 1967

Dr. Daud Abdullah

|l srael ds occupat i ongroontl. Allheughutheaflitieremof Beeusalen
intents and purposes strangled its Aratould be one of the most important issue:
population. The restrictive policies enforcdd be discussed in any final status
in; construction, planning, landnegotiations, the Israeli authorities hawv
appropriation, investment in infrastructurbeen pressing ahead with measures
and services are all geared to force the fligbtmpletely change the identity of the cit
of Palestinians and realize the Judaisatiorbefore the negotiations begin. The city ha
the city. Consequently, every aspect efiormous religious, political and nationa
Palestinian life has been blighted by neglesstmbolic meaning for Muslims, Arabs anc
discrimination and deprivation. the Israelis.

With the construction of the Apartheid sr ael &s uni |l ater al
Wall, and its isolation of Jerusalem from tlderusalem contravenes international law a
West Bank, the local economy has virtualyy not recognized by the international
collapsed. Encouraged by the silence of @mmunity. Hence successive UN Securil
Arab neighbours and complicity of it€Council and General Assembly resolution
European backers, Israel has in recent ydamse affirmed that all legislative anc
intensified its efforts to divest Jerusalem afiministrative measures taken by lIsrael
its Islamic character. It has pursued ater the character and status of Jerusale
deliberate, well organized and systemadie null and void and must be rescinded. |

campaign to change the religious amdpi t e of | srael ds ¢
demographic character of the city. regarded as part of the occupied Palestini
territory.

On another level, the occupation seeks to

establish a city that would rival Al QUdSCONSTRUCTION POLICY

Since the occupation began the Israelis

seized almost ofkird of the area of the thoyghout history, Jerusalem has alway
Old City, which was owned by th§een “the cultural, administrative anc
Palgstlnlan Arab po_pulqtmn. Today, 180,000mmercial centre of the West Bank
Jewish settlers reside in east Jerusalem.PQPéstinians regard it as their capital city. |
the end of 2009, the Arab population iMay 1948 the zionist completed the

estimated at 270,000. occupation of the western part of the city

) L expelling 60,000 of its residents from the
The suspension of negotiationsonthe statlds o 57 ar oun d Ma ma n

of the occupied city has given th‘f}awqa Al Bigada al
occupation more time to expand \

: e it%’aibiya, Al Misrara and Lifta village upon
settlement and impose more realities on the
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which the Knesset was built. At the timehe city. They took the homes of thos
the Palestinians owned 88.7% of the westd?alestinians who had fled during the wj{
part of the city. Soon after the 1967 Wannder the guise of a law to administ
| srael started t o rrefujeegprupertyrard other dimild kegishiti
to complete its annexation and prevent ighich allowed them to seize property. Th
future repartition. On 10 June 1967, #lso passed specific laws to seize
carried out the first act by demolishing theroperty of those who remained in the cit
entire Maghareba [North African] QuartetJnder the 1950 Absentee Law the Israe
The reason for this, they claimed, was seized large tracts of land and used
facilitate a plaza that extended from thetensively to judaise the city; this w
Jewish Quarter and the Western [Wailingérticularly the case with the property th
Wall. During this early period, thewas seized in the Old City. One of the mo
Government of Israel unilaterally increasesthister of these is the Green Land La
the size of the previous Jordaniawhich is used by the occupation authoriti
municipality by roughly ten times antb appropriate private property for publi
annexed 70 km2 of the occupied area itterests. Similarly, the tax laws and nat
Israel, including east Jerusalem, as well ase8érve laws have all been used to s4
km2 of the West Bank territory; all thesprivate land.
were subsequently added to the Municipality
of Jerusaletrand thereafter became subjediinder the Absentee Property Law No. 58
t o 61l sraeld] | a wod 1967 gftar they cahducted ia oensus od
admi ni stration. 3 5 %Arab fresigeats of thé eity arsd adeneand
km2 of land has been expropriated fdhat within three months they should obtal
| sraeli settl ement dsraeliB déndity | domyments.h eThod
human rights organization, asserts that mdstrusalemites who were not present wi
of this expropriated land was privatelyeclared absent and their property a
owned Arab propergy. wealth were subsequently seizefin
absentee under lIsraeli law is a person
The immediate period after the war saw theft the West Bank region before 7th Ju
growth of the Jewish Quarter fourfoldl967 or on that day, or after. Accordingl
through the seizure of 29 dunums of land &l their property was transferred to t
the vicinity and confiscation of 700 homesCustodian of Absentee Property who h
Under the cover of the 1953 Landhe power to dispense with it by selling
Acquisition Law, the Israeli authoritiegease. Through this means, Israel mana
seized 35% of the area of east Jerusalentottake control of large parts of Jerusalem.
build settlementsd in public interest.
Fifteen settlements were built on this landlithough they declared 52% of the Old Ci
containing some 47,000 housing units. Tkds green reserves upon which
Land Acquisition Law was the mostonstruction should take place, these ar
important piece of legislation used to seiaetually became a strategic area
peoples land. On 27th June 1967 the Israsditlement construction. This occurred
occupation announced its intent to unifyebal Abu Ghuneim, which was renam
both parts of the city under itsHar Homa8 One natural consequence of th
administratiof. settlement expansion programme is that
significantly reduced the land and resourt
From the early days of the occupation Isramlailable for Palestinian construction a
begun to seize the homes of Palestiniansdievelopment. Since 1967,
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Jewish construction in the city waattempted to address the housing crisis &
equivalent to 88% of all construction carridolilding or expanding their homes, verticall
out, while that of the Arabs was only 22%or horizontally, without permission. This,
Only 13% of the annexed municipal area hasariably, runs the risk of demolition.
been allocated by the Israeli authorities folome demolition is practiced on a large
Palestinian constructiéh. scale. According to the Israeli Committee
against Home Demolitions (ICAHD), more
Al t hough Jer usal emftian A24,445 [Pateginidn a homesn weay
four-fold under the occupation, Israel haslemolished since 1967, rendering a
for decades, denied them the mandateeys t i mat ed 70, 000 pe
licenses to build or even repair their homeZQ00 to 2008, Israeli authorities demolishe
especially within the walls of the old cit§70 Palestinian homes in east Jerusalem
where there are more than 300 houses abbulh e basi s t hat t hey
to collapse because of disrepair. It takdisplacing thousands. The year 2009 saw
weeks just to enter the building of the sociahprecedented rise in the demolition of
services in Jerusalem. Those who are ludRilestinian homes in Jerusalem with th
enough to enter, often leave emmnded. authorities demolishing 57 Palestinial
Since 1967, the municpality has issued leomes in east Jerusalem and displacing 3
annual average of 1,500 building pemits pieople, half of them were children. Othel
Jews; whereas it only grants an averagestofictures and businesses were als
100 permits to Palestinians; thus creating @molished on a large séale.
artificial housing shortage. According to the
UN, 94% of the Jerusalemites who apply faihe matter did not stop at the demolition of
permits are denied. These glaring disparitiesnes but in some instances it extended 1
are further demonstrated in other walks athools, historical sites and Islamic religiot
i fe. In 2010, J e r upsopertye maig of whachy iveseh confiscated
who accounted for 7Bx&mpled oftthisewerei they Al sAfddliya
residents, were served by 1,000 parks, S3hool, the Maghareba Mosque and A
public swimming pools and 26 libraries. lAfdal Mosque in the Moroccan Quarter in
contrast, the 270,000 Palestinians living 18674 The Tankiziyeh School was seized i
the east of the city had 45 parks, no publi®69, followed by the Dar al Quran in 1968
swimming pools, and only two libratles. A total of fourteen historic residences wer:
destroyed on 14th June 1967 on the prete

HOME DEMOLITIONS of extending the Western Wall of the
haramts

One consequence of these policies is that

many Jerusalemites were forced to leave ffiestinian homes are often destroyed f
city to adjoining areas. This became evay Of three reasons: (1) as a political act, |
more compelling because of the high cost & " act .Of reprlgal and (3) as a policy
the license which reached $25,000 for a ngRerimination. Article 53 of the Fourth
house A licence can take as much as faéneéva Convention declares that the
years, not to mention the cost of building! €St ruction of —pro
Another striking social consequence h&XCEPt where such destruction is rendere
been the widespread overcrowding GfPsol utely necessar:
Palestinian homes in Jerusalem. 'srael 6s house demol

is not dictated by military necessity; and &

Understandably, many Palestinians hati¢h constitutes a grave breach of
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international law. and ordered the Arab workers to registg
with them in order to secure their jobs.
Over the years the Israeli occupation has
carried out a number of polices to changti nce 1967, t wel ve
the demographic character of Jerusalem, were established in the areas incorporat
contrary to international law. Foremodhto what is called Greater Jerusalem. Artig
among these has been the withdrawal 48 of the Fourth Geneva Convention clear
identity papers of a large number dftates that the construction of settlemen
Jerusalemites under various pretexts amihin the extended municipal boundar
displacing a larger number outside the cignstitutes a clear breach of internation
by way of the Apartheid Wall, which hasw which forbids the occupying power t
appropriated large areas of private land fort r ansf er parts of
settlement expansion. into the territory
circle of settl emen
Theoretically, Palestinians from thewal | 8 has extended
expanded municipal boundary were allowbdundaries, which is now demarcated by t
to reside in Jerusalem. However, becausgeartheid Wall.
east Jerusalem Palestinians were defined as
permanent residents of Israel, rather thdme construction of this wall has effectivel
citizens, their residency status was alwagdrawn the geographical boundaries of t
subject to a number of administrativeity and reinforced the separation of ea
regulations, foremost of which was th@erusalem from the rest of the West Ba
acquisition of ID cards. An estimated 14,00Gr eat er Jer usal emd
East Jerusalem Palestinians have had tb@ithe outskirts of Ramallah in the north
residency revoked since 1967; more thBethlehem in the south, and Jericho in t
4,500 of these were revoked in 2008. east. This has not only @it the
the absence of the mandatory ID, marRalestinians in the West Bank from the
Palestinians were forced to leave the cityltural heartland, but it has also separat
About 17,000 Jerusalemites left and travelted northern part of the West Bank from thg
abroad since 1967. Another 12,000 have futhl” One of the most devastating
to other parts of Palestine. In either case, theonomic consequences of the Aparthe
Israeli authorities have revoked th@all is that it has separated several ru
Jerusalem ID cards of Palestiniacommunities from their agricultural land i
Jerusalemites who have had extended stagsJerusalem hinterland. This has led ta
outside of the city or the remainder of themarked decline in production and fall i
occupied territories. It is estimated thdiving standards.
50,000 to 60,000 ID cards have been
withdrawn since the start of the occupationApart from isolating Jerusalem from th
West Bank, the expansion of the municip

‘GREATER JERUSALEM' AND boundaries of the city was also intended

incorporate a number of Jewish settleme
THE APARTHEID WALL into the city. Several roads were construct

) to link between the settlements and the cit
Soon after the occupation b_egun .'Sre‘.%day, all of east Jerusalem and t
moved to abolish the Arab administration iReighbouring villages have been cordon
the city. They dissolved the Arab municipg, two belts of settiements one within th
council, created their own municipal coungirders of the Old City and the other
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outside. RELIGIOUS CHANGES

As part of its strategy to isolate eaqTI
Jerusalem from the West Bank, the Isragliy "5 6| § s policy in .
occupation also took a number of deliberafgq, oy, The first is to change the characte

measures to prevent Palestinians frofy e city in every respedtto reflect
visiting the city, except through

9 ) ) itS)ewish thought, architecture, culture an
permission. They established check pomtsﬁgtory_ Hence they seek in this regard t
see who was coming. After 2002 they began i 3 p|1 i sh t he 6Thi r «

the construction of the Apartheid Wal ; ;
A ound the oy ke haram, and suround,the ity wih
defence |l ine on Jerusal embd This wall

is 54 kilometers long forces the residents {0 i context, it is noteworthy that senior
enter through the main corridors. They alsg haeologists at Tel Aviv University hav
built trenches on all the openings leading <t qoubt on the alleged Jewish heritage
the city, in the area of Ayzariyah and Al TWgrsalem. Professor Finkelstein and R

Other trenches were dug to isolate th§reenherg of Tel Aviv University recently
villages in the nortivestern part of the City. {114 the Jerusalem Post that Jewisl

archaeologists have found no historical ©
Today, the wall has placed severglchaepiogical evidence to back the alleg
Palestinian communities in east Jerusalg@nie of Solomon. Finkelstein aid tha
on its O0West BankOSyemd jsHoarchadolfgital evidBAcE {o Pré
necessary for them to negotiate Israeli cheCkaq)y existed. Professor Yoni Mizrahi, a
points into order to access the healtfhjenendent archaeologist who has worke

education and other social services to whigk h the International Atomic Energy
agreed with Finkelstein.

they are entitled as residents of JerusalemAancy
July 2004, the International Court of Justice '

(ICJ) called on Israel to cease constructigfy snother level they seek to erase th

of the Barrier 0inchqhCiadder o the 8tf). This? i SHoR
Jerusalemb; dismant fI@cfs thd Raturé SChe’ Rrtist thérd.
completed; and 0repgg!yedtd off ExBalafidn thab Ehhvk
forthwith all legislative and regulatory acts,dermined the Agsa Mosque and the
relating thereto. 8 pomeofthe Rock. The reality of the dange
. - osed to these mosques has become e\
Significantly, these restrictions were eveQ e apparent. Meanwhile, the excavatior
extended to the Palestinian Authority after, o muItipIied to the poin't of making it

the signing of the Oslo accords. In 199 .emely difficult to keep track of them.
Israel passed a law to implement the Gaza

Jericho Agreement, which prevented the Rf\or 19 1967 many Jewish rabbis

from conducting any activities in Jerusalefgintained that it was forbidden for Jews t
no meetings or representation on the pretextio. A Agsa Mosque [Temple Mount, a:
that it was part of Israel. They were onlay ¢l jt]. The old Jewish communities it
allowed if they obtained written permissiof;salem were from the beginning ver
from the government of Israel. sceptical about the Zionists whom the)
viewed as unholy secularists. Indeed, tt
issue of Jerusalem never featured in tf
discussions or decisions of the founders of

roughout the long decades of occupatiol
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the Zionist movement, despite the fact thaity. Thus they regard the current efforts
the very name of their movement wathe US and Israel to impose this view on t
derived from one of the names ofPalestinians as an affront, not least beca
Jerusalers. it seeks to dissolve the Palestinian causs

order to advance |
Shortly after his only visit to the city in 1898Juslims and Arabs believe the Palestinia
Theodor Her z | wr ot dave BoWight o surrendez rarey nphre ¢
thee in days to come, O Jerusalem, it wiBrusalem to Israel; instead their primé
not be with pl eas udugisdoliberate the ity fron occubaton.
World War the Zionist movement avoided
making Jerusalem the centre of their inter€me of the greatest challenges to the noti
in Palestine because of its importance o6 the Jewishness of Jerusalem is
Muslims and Christians. Hence the firstbsence of any distinctive Jewish sanct
office of the movement was established not historical site in the city. This has
in Jerusalem but in Jaffa in 180Being naturally, created a sense of desperat
apparently aware that the Vatican wouldence, the settlers have built a number
oppose any political entity in Jerusalesyy nagogues i ncludi
Herzl was thus prepared to sacrifice the cipposite the Bab Al Silsilah, and the Khar
in return for broader political and territoriaBynagogue in the Jewish Quarter; as well
gains in Palestine. number of excavations to attract peopl

Significantly, the Ministry of Tourism sti
The Zionist restraint toward Jerusalemses Masjid Al Agsa, the Dome of the Ro
changed dramatically after the 1967 Wamd the Church of the Holy Sepulchre f{
when some rabbis interpreted the victory asarket the city as a tourist destingdon
an approval from God to build the ThirdThe purpose of these excavations a
Temple. Subsequently, in 1980, Israehnels beneath Al Agsa is to unear
announced that Jerusalem was its eternat mnant s of the 6Te
and undivided capital. By the beginning bE explained in a holistic manne
the 1990s, calls to build the Third Tempiecognizing them as part of a broad
had gathered momentydm. Meanwhile, campaign to seize control not only of t
Palestinians in Jerusalem, the West Bawkgstern Wall but the entire Old City a
and Israel, became increasingly restrictddram al Sheriff especially. During t
from praying in Masjid Al Aqgsa. Thigeriod from 21 August 2009 to 21 Augu
particular policy has far reachin@010 the number of excavations beneaz
consequences that extend well beyoadd around Masjid al Agsa increased fr(
Palestine because it transgresses not only2heo 343 They have led to a nhumber o
faith of every Muslim in the world, but alseracks and fissures in the mosque and
their heritage, culture and civilization. Thaurroundings. A section of Wadi Hal
fact that it was the first Muslim gibda Street, south of the mosque, collapsed
direction of prayer and point of ascent of January 2010. Likewise, fissures and eros
the Prophet Muhammad is enough twere discovered in the walls of the Marwg
confirm its centrality in the Muslim faith.  prayer are#.

For this reason Muslims and Arabs rejeSeveral resolutions have been passed b
any notion of concession in this city to th8ecurity Council and UNESCO calling o
Zionists. They would not even accept larael to end these excavations but it has
Jewish Palestinian joint sovereignty over the
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refused to comply. Under international lawgemblance of continuity between the Jewis
excavations by the occupier in occupied lagelttlements in Jerusalem [the Old City] ar
are strictly forbidden. These excavatiotisose which are at its fringes such as Tel
have reached dangerously close to Bir Faanciyeh in the north.
Waraga and Bir al Kadas beneath the Ms
al Haram al Sheriff, ultimately to destabiliJéis project has a number of aims; cultura
its foundation. These excavations cover anlitical, demographic and religious. Amon
area of almost 10 dunums. They have nbe most important objectives is to remove
stopped since the occupation began; on tthee Arab population as far away as possib
contrary they have intensified. from Al Agsa Mosque and the Old city.
Ideally, it would be even better to expedit
One other aim is to establish a Jewish tourikeir expulsion from the city and isolate the
city beneath the ground. All of these actiomso s que from Jerusal
amount to theft of historical artefacts. the people best placed to defend it. Such
scenario would allow the Zionists to do
Behind t he wveneer whhteved theyiwam toidd toctiie mosegus
these excavations have concealed the rghénever they choose. Israeli media sourc
ideological motivations. In the early stagesgularly report efforts by extremist settler
of occupation the excavations were carrigdoups to secure government permission t
out by religious organizations and ndiui | d t he O6Templ ed i
specialist archaeological institutions. During
the 1990s the occupation municipdlhe occupation has made significan
authorities in Jerusalem proposed a projgebgress in its plans. By August 2009 thel
to judaise the ar ewerei2id disdosed lexsavatioh sites deénhe

Basino. Thi s ent ai the dgsat Mosque cance st surcoundings
6innerd | ayer of s eThese echueen tesdential, tcdmimerciaP ar
residential areas, in the-csa | | e d rel@ibus buidings. These constructions al

Basind. This area iseenlasiapmetudead the destructiorh af th
and large sections of its environs such m®sque and evacuation of the Palestinig
Shaykh Jaraah and Wadi Juz in the north,iliabitants. It is presumed that there ar
Tur in the east and Silwan in the south.  other sites which are undisclosed. All thes
violations of UN resolutions are done in the
This project seeks to establish a cihame of scientific exploration.
according to Torah specifications beneath
Masjid Al Agsa and in the area of Silwan abdiring 2009 the Israeli authorities
parts of the Old City. The proposed cityundertook a number of steps to reinforce
would be connected by a series dfieir control of Jerusalem and the Old Cit
recreational parks and museums andn particul ar and
archaeological sites above the grouadinounced plans to tighten their grip on ea:
surrounding the Old City, especially in th#&erusalem, Al Agsa Mosque and the Islam
south where Silwan is located and eastd Christian sites by delegating the
where there is the Olive Mount and At Tucontrol over them to the Israeli
neighbourhood. In the process of doingthsd mi ni strati on of t
they aim to complete the replacement of tide plan which includes new settlemen
residents of these areas with Jewish settlprsjects aims to seize control of land an
Ultimately, the occupation seeks to creatdstamic and Christian endowments and
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transfer their administration to theJanuary 2005. 95% of the graves have b
municipality and government authori&#¥es.exhumed to build the car park and a pub
They built a number of synagogues abopark??
ground such as the Tent of Issac (Ohel
Yitzhak) facing Al Silsilah Gate and th€hristian sites are similarly endangered.
Huva synagogue in Al SharaMarch 2005 a scandal broke out when it
neighbourhood. revealed that property belonging to t
Orthodox Church was sold as part of
The Islamic endowments and religious sitescret deal between two settler groups 4
were not the only targets of the occupatiothe Greek Orthodox Patriarch. According t
In recent years, there has been an upsurgéhim deal, the settlers purchased the land
attacks on Christian holy sites in Jerusalestich the imperial hotel is located and ?
The Madamadani ya c¢ haomneettiali propevies townkd rby sth
was set ablaze after an arson attack Patriarchate in the Omar ibn al Khatta
Jewish settlers in October 2010. Oth&quare, near Al Khalil in the Old City. T
churches were similarly attacked in whatandal led to the removal of the Patriar
appears to be an attempt to eliminate ahineos | in May 2005 after it was confirme
Christian presence in the west of the citihat he was involved.
The percentage of Christians in Jerusalem
has dropped from 20% in 1948 to 2.9% iApart from these, the Israeli authorities ha
1988 to 1.9% in 2009.Should current stepped up their campaign to change t
trends continue, it is very likely that thkistorical and religious character
Christian presence in Jerusalem would saierusalem through what it calls the cou
come to an end. for names. It has begun to change the na
of places and streets according to Je
The Israeli aggression in Jerusalem has begpressions or their understanding of t
even extended t o t hlerahclretmedtd Eity,iAbAshat Gatd vehic
municipality has approved the constructids located in the middle of the eastern w
of a 6Museum of Tolcefrankbedci hy Maman blel
Cemetery, which is located about twgblack) Street, Ar Rahma Gate which is a
kilometres west of Al Khalil Gate. This is am the middle of the eastern wall has be
Islamic endowment which bears the remaiokanged to Hazhaaf [Golden] Street,
of several companions of the Prophéfhalil Gate in the middle of the Wester
Muhammad, the generation of hiWall is renamed Yafu Street, Nabi Da
successors and thousands of Islam@ate located in the soutfest of the wall is
scholars. Maman Allah is the largest Islamémamed Tzion Street, the Buraq Wall in t
cemetery in Jerusalem and covers an areaafthern part of the Western Wall
200 dunums. The project which is financaédnamed Hakutal Hamarfi.
by the Simon Wisenthal center is estimated
to cost some $200 million. The process &ince 2007 the Israeli archaeologig
transformation of the cemetery has beewthorities, with the support of the politica
gradual. In 1985 the ministry ofestablishment, have conducted a program
transportation built a car park on a sectiaralled the Old City Walls Conservati
of it. Between 19887, a number of Project. These walls were built by the ord
excavations and a network of drains weoé the Ottoman Sultan Sulaiman al Qan
constructed to expand the car park. Woik the midl6th century, after the old walls
on t he 6 Museum of were ldestroged dweily the €mwisades.
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entire length of the walls reached 4,3@0ver, Palestinian weakness and Ars
meters with a width of between A53 indifference, Israeli officials have becom
meters at the bottom to 1.5 meters at thasibly aggressive and hostile to al Haram
top. Its height varied from¥ meters in Sharif. The frequency and size of
various parts of the cgy. infringements by Israeli political and
religious figures have grown considerabl
since 1967. In an unprecedentec
development, forty rabbis protected by
heavily armed police, invaded masjid al Aqg:
on 10 May 2010. This scenario was repeat
two months later when Moshe Feiglin, the
head of the Manhigut Yehudit (Jewist
Leadership) faction of the Likud intruded
into the mosque claiming that the situatior
in which Muslims are allowed to enter the
mosques while Jews are prevented can |

, : longer continue.
A model of the O6Templed inserted into the wall

ETHNIC CLEANSING

The Palestinian population in areas adjace
to Jerusalem was always regarded by t
Zionists as an obstruction to the contiguity
of the Jewish population in the area betwee
Jerusalem and the coast. Within months ¢
the collapse of the 1947 UN Partition Plan
the western areas of Jerusalem we
transformed from a mixed urban setting tc
one where Jewish predominance wa
The six point star used to forge history ab_so_lute. This was brought ab_ou_t by the
eviction of almost 80,000 Palestinians fror

The danger of the Israeli conservatiofyest Jerusalem, reducing their origine
project is that it resulted in the removal arfg#mber by half.

exchange of the original stones in the wall ]

Israeli leaders began a final push to anne

promote their narrative and support thete entire city. They adopted a dual policy
claim that the wall has a Jewish charactdtich on the one hand sought to increas
and |dent|ty Th|s deve'opment Wag'le number Of Jews in the C|ty and on the
uncovered by the Agsa Foundation in @her prevent the natural growth of the
report which it published on 29 Decembéralestinian community and force them ftc
2010 under the ti t (bgldelsgwhese. Thraugho the subgegue!
judaise the walls of old Jerusalem wigriod, the Israelis deliberately suppresse
symbols of the Te mpthelocaeconpmy, fosty pengentof which i

based on tourism. They have prevented tt

Emboldened by unfailing US diplomatigStablishment of ~Arab industries anc
imposed exorbitant taxes on existing
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projectso Although the Arabs pay 25% offor the destruction of 40% of the
the municipal budget they only receive S5&gricultural sector in Jerusalem through
of its services provided by the authoritgontrol of wells and denial of water. Thirt
They ordered the closure of Arab banks afide per cent of livestock have bee
replaced them with branches of Isradliecimated. As for the local merchants, ma
banks. And while they prevented goodsere forced to close their shops because
from being imported from the West Bankhe lack of business and attendant hi
they flooded the city with Israeli godds. taxes. There are 14 different categories
taxes3 A further 125,000 Jerusalemites no
In 1973 they closed the bureau of socice the loss of their identity documents a
affairs and forced 30 charities including a#isidency rights because of the Wall, wh
the medical, educational and charitabibas isolated them. Even in marriage, t
institutes to function under Israeli law andccupation forbids marriage betwesg
supervision. This was the case with Adsidents of Jerusalem and residents of
Magasid Islamic Charitable Hospital, th&/est Bank or Israel. If they do get marrie
Orthodox Alms House and its alliedheir children are not recognized and a
hospital, the Red Crescent hospital and trefused birth certificates.
College of Science and Technology.

. : CONCLUSION
Today, Jerusalemites are required to have
licences as toguides, which are usuallyryis jnyestigation has corroborated indelit
denied. In the circumstances, they faces@gence of a grave danger facing Jerusa
choice of either staying in a prohibitively,4 s indigenous inhabitants. For fo
expensive Jerusalem or moving to the othel - 4es a deliberate paper of policy

side of the Aparth6|d Wall, in the We%nforced to readjust the demograph

Bank. balance in the city in favour of the Jewis

settlers. The struggle for Jerusalem

The worst affected are the elders, childrgyminate for years to come as Israel seek
and low income earners. Sig per cent change jts status and character and

of Jerusalemites live below the poverty liggastinians exercise their right to live fre
compared to 31% among Jé&wdMany in the city.

children are forced to leave school early to
enter the labour force. Other socidyqor salem is unique because it does

problems include domestic violence, undeloniain  the personal property of an
achievement in school, drug addiction, apgastinian but the heritage of the enti

crime; all are on the rise. Muslim nation. If Palestine is regarded

h lemi lowed tqg heart of Bilad al Sham, Bayt al Maq¢
In theory, Jerusalemites are allowed to wQr rusalem) is its heart. It is one of the m¢

in Israel without work permits and obtaildscred of Islamic lands. and occupies 1
social welfare; but this has nevefighest station. There are numero

materialised. While they could vote ifygphetic traditions which affirm the virtue
municipal elections, they are not allowed

it is the third most holy mosque

. . _I?Iam after the Holy Mosque in Makkah a
The Israeli occupation has been responsiplg, o  p o phetds Mosaqu

96T Ja)e WaesnIar Jo uoewlojsues) ay) ojul uoehnsaaul uy
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|l srael 6s actions i 1267,d7d,cAU6@ndet dB); tidey nernam adll al
not just an assault on Muslim rights buwtoid.
equally an affront to the world community.
In March 2011 the UN Special Rapportelwsndoubtedly, one of the most disturbing
for Humanitarian Conditions in theaspects of the occupation is its consolidatio
occupied territories, Richard Falk told thef a system of apartheid rule. Though ofter
UN Human Rights C oasspoiafed witht the aacist policies that we
continued pattern of settlement expansidmplemented in South Africa, apartheic
in East Jerusalem combined with forciblaust not be limited to any geographic
eviction of long residing Palestinians alecation or historical period. According to
creating an intolerable situation that cahe International Convention on the
only be described, in its cumulative impa&uppression and Punishment of the Crim
as a form of et hni cof paghaith &A Regpalubon 3068 (1973)
Apartheid refers to policies and practice
Israel has been able to pursue thesmacted in order to establish and maintai
oppressive policies because there has bdemination by one racial group of person:
no deterrent political action from theover any other racial group of persons an
Palestinian Authority, since 1994, or theystematically oppressing them. The 19¢
international mediators, notably the Unitetdome Statue which established the
States. It has imposed upon the mediatdrdernational Criminal Court cites the crime
the view that Jerusalem is outside tloé apartheid as one of the crimes again:
framework of negotiations, such that it isumanity.
free to do whatever it wishes in Jerusalem
and Masjid Al Agsa. The persisterSince 1967 Israel has transformed the live
incursions, clashes and tensions surroundofg the inhabitants of Jerusalem with &
the Masjid are contrived so that Israel woudystem of punitive house demolitions,
eventually assume its control. What éxpulsions and restrictions; it fosterec
required is not just an internationgbreferential citizenship and residence law
intervention to save Al Agsa, but also thghich favored Jews over Palestinians
Jerusalemite population. Ultimately, trellowed dual and discriminatory
solution is not to end the settlements arrangements for movement within
excavations; it is to end the occupation.  Jerusalem; discriminatory policies on lan
ownership, tenure and use; extensiv
|l srael ds ©pr ol onged bordeging poh Palestimansowith tdxes, an
has engendered a system characterisedwlili burdensome permit and identification
ocolonialism,o 0 a p eequirements énposedaonlydon Palestiniding
cleansingo. A report written by UN Sp:¢
Rapporteur Richard Falk, in march 20IMleaningful support for the Palestinian
recommend the International Court opeople would require more than the
Justice (ICJ) assess these allegations, theddsmary adoption of UN resolutions.
is to ensure legal consequences to the faillihey would require practical help to remai
by Israel to end its occupation. All thén their city. Palestinian civil society anc
unilateral legislative steps taken by Israelinstitutions must be supported. A decisive
Jerusalem aimed at changing its religious and to the culture of political apathy is
demographic character are not recognizededed to end the violation of law in
by the international community (see intderusalem. No other country would be
alia, UN Security Council Resolutions 25&lJowed to challenge the international will
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