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GAZA: ANOTHER WINTER OF DEATHS

W

e : The people of Gaza have been suffering for more
than two years now under an illegal siege put in
place by Israel. This siege has been aided and
abetted by the international community. Poverty,
hunger, and disease have taken hold of the Gaza

Strip and thaisands of people are homeless as a

result of the war. As winter approaches the situation will become worse. The people of Gaza

young people in particulag face a very bleak future.
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to get jobs. Last June, UNRWA set up a programme to provide temporary unskilled
employment, lasting only for the duration of the summer, to these graduates. However, when
27,000 university graduates applied, UNRWA was only algeotode 7,000 of them with even
this shortterm work which does not provide them with enough income to sustain themselves

and their families and does not allow them to utilize their skills.

THE TUNNEL ECONOMY

The siege of Gaza ensures that there argaimopportunities in the territory. University
graduates have been forced to work, as a result, in the smuggling tunnels under the Egyptian
border, where they face death and injury. Tunnels have frequently collapsed of their own
accord and Israeli aircitaregularly bomb them, resulting in more collapses and deafhe.

Israeli army has even developed a robot snake which can carry explosives. It is believed that

thisa a y wjll Betdeployed in the tunnels.
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‘ ‘, , When Western journalists talk about them, they usually depict
There is only one
economy, there's a
tunnel economy. fact, they are used to import everything Gazans need, from
You have zero
exports and zero
commercial even live animals.

imports through the

crossing poinfs. All john Ging, head of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency

that is allowed in is A L
humanitarian aid inGazasaysy ¢ KSNE Aa 2yfe 2yS S0O2y2Yez
and supplies. In
terms of economic
activity, there is no  through the crossing points. All thasiallowed in is
economic activity
other than the o L ] T ]
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them as being used to smuggle arms to Palestinian militants. In

gasoline and electrical household goods todpmedicine, and

economy. You have zero exports and zero commercial imports

humanitarian aid and supplies. In terms of economic activity,
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to satisfy even the most basic needs of the Palestinian people. Israel directly controls all the
crossing points into Gaza, except for the Rafah crossmtheborder between Egypt and

Gaza. It has been restricting the entry of goods into Gaza since 1991. Since then Israel has
increased its stranglehold every time there is a major political development, such as the

outbreak of the second intifada in 200Q; o
the Hamas victory in the Palestinian

elections of 2006.

When lIsrael halted commercial shipments
of food into Gaza in that year, Dov
Weisglass, a senior advisor to the Israeli
government, said thatt 1 KS A RS
the Palestinians on a diet, but nmt make
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control of the Gaza Strip in 2007, Israel has intensified its use of the hunger weapon. The United
Nations considers over half the population of the Gaza Strip to be food insecure. The United
Nations Reliend Works Agency (UNRWA) haen forced to stop distribution of its rations

(which do not meet minimum dietary needs anyway) on several occasiii®. of Gazans are

now consuming less food than they were in 2005, and nearly all have cut down on the
consumption of fruit, vegetables, and meat to save money. Thousands of children are now

malnourished.

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL COMPLICITY
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other countries. On the western border of the Gaza

the United States and the European Union also
supporting it. The United Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillai, has
published a report stating that the blockade of Gaza is a violation of the Geneva Conventions,

because it constitutes collective punishment of a civilian popaorati

In June 2008, the EU decided to upgrade its relations with Israel, allowing Israel increased
access to European markets and participation in some EU agencies and programmes. Far from
reproaching Israel for its violation of international law, the Ea$wgoing to in effect reward it.

To its credit the EU decided to call off this upgrade after the war on Gaza. However, there are

many other ways in which the EU has supported the blockade.
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