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On 25 June 2011, the celebrated Palestinian social, political and civil rights leader, Sheikh Raed 
Salah, arrived at Londonõs Heathrow airport at the invitation of the independent media research 
and information organisation, the Middle East Monitor (MEMO). The purpose of his visit was to 
take part in a widely publicised ten-day programme of speaking engagements across the UK. 
During his visit, Sheikh Raed was scheduled to address the British public and parliamentarians on 
issues related to the Middle East and the plight of Palestinians living in Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. Three days into his trip, Sheikh Raed was arrested and detained by the UK 
Border Agency (UKBA) and then told that he would face deportation. 
 
Following Sheikh Raedõs arrest, it was claimed by the Home Office that he had been subject to a 
UK exclusion order at the time of his entry into the country as the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department (the Home Secretary), Theresa May, had deemed his presence to be ònot 
conducive to the public goodó. This assessment was made on the basis of alleged anti-Semitic 
statements and/or statements that support violence. On learning that Sheikh Raed was, in fact, in 
Britain, Mrs May personally sanctioned his immediate arrest and detention. However, neither 
Sheikh Raed, the Israeli authorities, the airline carrier that brought him to the UK nor 
immigration officers at Heathrow airport had been informed of his alleged proscribed status. No 
official opposition to his visit was ever made and there was no attempt to prevent his entry at the 
border. 
 
The rash decision taken by the Home Secretary to detain such a high-profile and well-respected 
Palestinian figure unleashed an international storm of criticism and condemnation from across the 
political, religious and social spectrum. The decision, which appears to have been made as a result 
of a highly-orchestrated, libellous campaign by right-wing pro-Israel organisations and lobbyists, 
was widely viewed as a political move aimed at curbing freedom of speech and limiting public 
access to the Palestinian narrative on the Israel-Palestine conflict. The British governmentõs 
decision reflected a 2002 decision by the Israeli Interior Ministry to bar Sheikh Raed from 
travelling to apparently prevent his voice being heard on the world stage. This cast the British 
government in a very negative light, particularly given its moral and historic responsibility to 
protect the rights of the Palestinian community in Israel pursuant to the Balfour Declaration. It 
also lent considerable weight to accusations that Israel and the Zionist Lobby pull the strings of 
the British government with a resultant pro-Israel bias.  
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It was widely believed that the Sheikh Raed affair would result in irreparable damage to British 
relations with Muslim and Arab states. 
 
Moreover, the decision to detain Sheikh Raed was wide open to legal challenge on the grounds of 
wrongful detention and he has vowed to contest the order for his deportation through the British 
courts in order to clear his name and vindicate the justice of the Palestinians cause. The court case 
is ongoing. 
 

 
Born in 1958 in the Israeli-Arab town of Umm al-Fahm, 
Raed Salah is an eminent Palestinian social, political and 
civil rights leader. As a founder of Israelõs Islamic 
Movement, one of the most prominent political forces 
representing Israelõs 1.5 million Palestinian citizens, he is 
an important Arab political and religious leader in the 
Zionist state. His huge popularity and influence among 
Muslims and humanitarians, which extends well beyond Israel and the Occupied Territories, 
stems not only from his outspoken and steadfast struggle against Israeli occupation, oppression 
and discrimination, but also from his courage and daring in the face of intense personal 
persecution. This has included extended periods of imprisonment and threats to his life. His 
admirable moral character; devotion to òthe tradition of Islam that expands social responsibility to 
any human being, later named ôhumanismõó; òpersonal modesty and integrityó; perpetual smile; 
and strict adherence to a platform of non-violent protest, has made him an icon of the 
indomitability of the Palestinian spirit and will to resist. He has earned the sobriquet òthe Gandhi 
of Palestineó among others.  
 
From his unique position inside Israel, Sheikh Raed is an authoritative and credible voice for the 
indigenous Palestinian community around whom the state of Israel was established. His is a voice 
that challenges the fallacy of Israeli democracy by drawing international attention to its policies of 
legalised racism, discrimination and rights abuses. He has spent decades fighting Israeli efforts to 
erode the social structures and fabric of his community, deny Palestinians their ethnic and cultural 
identity, equality and basic civil rights; all intended to drive them from their historic land in what 
has been called òethnic cleansingó. He has championed the cause of Jerusalem and worked 
diligently to improve the lives of Palestinians in Israel and impact positively on Palestinian society 
across the Occupied Territories. 
 
Raed Salah received his formative education in his home town of Umm al-Fahm and went on to 
graduate from the Faculty of Shariõah in the occupied West Bank city of Hebron. He is married to 
Kamila Mahajna with whom he has eight children. He is a well-known poet and artist. 
 

Career 

The establishment and rise of the Islamic Movement 
 
The Islamic Movement in Israel was founded by Sheikh Raed Salah and Abdallah Nimr Darwish 
during the 1970s and became an official establishment during the eighties when it 
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began to field candidates in Israeli municipal elections. The Movement operates on three primary 
fronts: social, religious and political. However, it is primarily a religious and charitable 
organisation which aims for the establishment of an integrated, self-reliant Palestinian society 
through faith-based initiatives. It is concerned with the revival of Islamic social principles and 
concepts such as the Islamic Waqf (endowment) system, prayer and charity; the preservation of 
the identity of its followers; and the integration of their Islamic, Arab and Palestinian 
characteristics. The Islamic Movement also seeks to protect Palestiniansõ existence on their land, 
defend their rights and protect their religious sites and heritage, with particular concern for and 
emphasis on Jerusalem. 
 
The development of the Islamic Movement following the Six-Day War in 1967, which saw the 
start of Israelõs occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, heralded the rise of organised 
Islamic political action inside Israel. Seeing its relative success, several other groups emerged and 
organised action reached a high with the first Land Day events of 19761. This was a turning point 
for the whole Palestinian community, particularly for those living in Israel; a year later, the first 
Islamic Conference was held. It was decided by the participants that constructive action should be 
taken and demands should be made for the release of Islamic Waqf property from the Israeli 
government and for the Muslim community to be given the right to manage its own affairs. A 
constitution was developed and a twenty-seven member Shura Council, which included Sheikh 
Raed Salah, was elected. 
 
In 1996, the Movement faced a crisis of direction eventually splitting politically into what are 
known as the Northern and Southern branches. Sheikh Raed assumed leadership of the Northern 
branch, and Sheikh Abdullah Darwish took control of the Southern branch. The disagreements 
leading to the split centred on whether the Movement should cooperate with the Israeli 
government or completely dissociate itself from the institutions of the State. Sheikh Darwish 
proposed the establishment of what he termed òthe moderate mainstream of the Islamic 
Movementó which he hoped would avoid the repression and brutality of the regime, with 
candidates standing for election to the Israeli Knesset (parliament). Sheikh Raed, on the other 
hand, was of the opinion that the Movementõs energies would be better spent on practical 
charitable activities. Moreover, he questioned the prospects for ending Israeli occupation through 
parliamentary involvement given the dominance of a particular school of thought within the 
political arena. The issue went to a vote and the decision was taken by a narrow margin in favour 
of participation. As a result, Sheikh Raed and three other members of the Council announced 
their split to form the Northern branch, which took control of the Movementõs relief, journalism 
and scientific associations. The two branches are now moving towards comprehensive unity, a 
move supported strongly by Sheikh Raed.  
 
The initiatives and work carried out by the Islamic Movement under Sheikh Raed, which focus on 
improving the lives of ordinary people, both Muslim and non-Muslim, in the Palestinian 
community through the provision of social services, are well known and documented. A 2008 
cable from the US embassy in Tel Aviv released by Wikileaks notes the following: 
 
 
 

1. Demonstrations and a general strike were organised in Arab towns across Israel to protest announced government plans to expropriate Palestinian land. In the ensuing clashes, six 

Palestinian were killed and hundreds of others were wounded and arrested. 
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òIn contrast to limited success on a divided political front, both branches met with considerable 
success on the social front. Both have worked, sometimes together and sometime separately, to 
provide a social infrastructure outside the Israeli national system for the under-serviced Arab 
sector. According to Mustafa, this infrastructure consists of a wide network of kindergartens, 
clinics, ambulances, community centres, libraries, and lecture halls, all at nominal or no cost. In 
addition, the movement, including elements of both branches, has established an independent 
soccer league of 38 teams, opened numerous bookstores, and provided opportunities for 
volunteer activity. Through its charities, the Movement provides assistance to the poor and 
finances construction of homes demolished by the authorities in unrecognised Bedouin villages as 
well as those damaged by Jews during periods of inter-communal violence such as occurred in 
Akko in October. The Movement has created numerous local and national non-profit 
organisations, some of which provide social services and others which serve as fund-raising 
organisations for Muslim causes. The Movement provides several alternative education programs 
[sic], including an Islamic college whose student population is more than half female; funding of 
medical training both in Israel and abroad; and various adult-education courses. It sponsors two 
newspapers; schools and centres for religious studies; and several religious festivals throughout 
the year. Thus, it is succeeding in creating self-sufficient Islamic communities within Israel. 
 
The Movementõs promotion of a return to Islamic law and traditions is closely tied to its success 
in providing social services. Most of the social services are provided at community centres that 
also include mosques. As people come to the community centres to receive social services, they 
also are expected to hear the message of the imam. As the religiously observant community 
expands, more and more people participate in the religious activities and festivals held at the 
community centres and their mosques, and more and more people donate what money they are 
able to, to the various charities run by the Islamic Movement.ó2 
 
Other initiatives and groups established by the Movement under Sheikh Raed include inter alia 
the òself-reliant communityó initiative set up in 1998: groups such as the human rights 
organisation òal-Mezanó and òSamadó, which addresses illiteracy in the community and is 
dedicated to raising awareness about children and womenõs rights; the Iqra Society to help 
University students; the Hera Foundation to care for the young and aged in the Palestinian 
community; the Negev Foundation to help desert communities; the Akka Foundation to help the 
people of Acre and its surrounding villages; the Al-Fajr Foundation for Islamic literature and 
poetry; the Al-Balagh Society for Muslim media and the College of Daõwah and Islamic Sciences. 
 
Needless to say, as a result of its endeavours to impact positively on Palestinian society in Israel, 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, the Movement enjoys huge popularity and maintains good 
relations with groups and organisations from across the political and religious spectrum, including 
the Arab Student Union, the principal repository of emerging Arab leaders in Israel; it now also 
has representation in the Knesset. The Movement places importance on Palestinian unity and has 
endeavoured to promote this by facilitating and attending meetings with various Palestinian 
ministers and political leaders from both Fatah and Hamas. Such meetings have always been open  
 
 
 
2  http://wikileaks.org/cable/2008/12/08TELAVIV2839.html 
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and transparent, constituting part of the agenda of the High Follow-Up Committee. Sheikh Raed 
represents the consensus of political forces within Israel at such meetings. 
 
The Islamic Movement in Israel is a legal and transparent organisation which operates within the 
framework of the state. While it has always faced suspicion, it came under increasing pressure 
following the US ôWar on Terrorõ and the Movement believes that since then, it has been under 
increasing surveillance. The state itself has been quite explicit in its hostilities toward the 
Movement. Ariel Sharon expressed a desire to see it outlawed and it is a favoured target of the 
current far-right Foreign Minister, Avigdor Lieberman. According to the Movement, Israelõs 
political leadership consider Sheikh Raed as a threat to their vision of Jerusalem. In a 2008 
Wikileaks cable3, Lieberman characterised Sheikh Raed as Israelõs version of a Hamas leader. 
Sheikh Raed himself believes that he has become a target due to his social activities and work 
across the Palestinian territories, and for his role is drawing attention to particular Israeli plans 
and activities. 
 
Politics & activism 
 
While the Northern branch of the Movement still opposes participation in national elections, it 
does take part in municipal elections. In 1989, Sheikh Raed stood for election as mayor of Umm 
al-Fahm and won an overwhelming 70% of the vote. He went on to be re-elected twice, in 1993 
and again in 1997 before standing down in 2001 in order to dedicate his energies to the 
Palestinian cause and the plight of Jerusalem. His huge popularity among the many different 
Palestinian social groupings stems in part from his commitment to a pluralist society. 
 
As Mayor of Umm al-Fahm and in his capacity as a leader of the Islamic Movement, Sheikh Raed 
has travelled extensively, both inside Israel and the Occupied Territories and internationally. He 
has attended public speaking and lecture tours, conferences and meeting of the Palestinian 
Diaspora worldwide, fulfilled media engagements and met with various international politicians 
and officials. Between 2008 and 2011, he visited the UK, Denmark, Switzerland, Germany, Italy, 
Jordan, Morocco, Qatar, Doha, Saudi Arabia, South Africa and Turkey. He has visited the US and 
the UK on four occasions. He has never encountered immigration difficulties or opposition to his 
presence before his arrival at Heathrow in June 2011. 
 
During a visit to Britain in 1997, he met the Mayor of Falkirk, resulting in the Scottish town 
Falkirk and Umm al-Fahm were twinned. He also visited Dunblane, the scene of a massacre of 16 
children and their teacher by a gunman in 1996, to demonstrate his solidarity with the local 
people. 
 
Sheikh Raed has always used his position as a platform to draw attention to the humanitarian and 
human rights plight of Palestinian citizens of Israel and the Palestinian cause as a whole by 
speaking, campaigning and educating people about the central issues. He has always made a clear 
distinction between the policies of the Israeli state under the control of a right-wing, hardline 
establishment and the Jewish people as a race or Judaism as a religion. As someone who has 
devoted his life to fighting and campaigning against the abhorrent racism, oppression and 
discrimination faced by his community, he is absolutely intolerant of it in any way shape or form. 
 
 
3 Ibid 
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Over the years, Sheikh Raed has campaigned diligently on various fronts: for the right of 
Palestinians ethnically cleansed from Palestinian towns and villages prior to the establishment of 
Israel to return to their homes; for the people of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip living under 
military occupation; for an end to the siege of Gaza (he took part in the Freedom Flotilla in 2010). 
He has drawn attention to the use of peace agreements by successive Israeli governments as tools 
to entrench its expansionist policies as well as other violations and he has worked tirelessly on 
behalf of Jerusalem and its inhabitants. 
 
In a 2007 interview, Raed Salah was asked what message he would like to send to the leaders of 
the Western world, particularly the United States, concerning issues important to the Islamic 
Movement. His reply provides a keen insight into his thinking: 
 
òLeaderships change ð yesterday it was Nixon or Carter or Clinton, today it is Bush and who knows who it will 
be tomorrow. So it is the Western public, the people, that we are interested in addressing. Our Islamic, Arab and 
Palestinian values impel us to communicate on the basis of civilised dialogue carrying a message of love for human 
existence and a call for cooperation aimed at promoting lives of health and happiness for ordinary people and 
defending their collective and individual rights, as well as their just demands to protect their livelihood, religion and 
heritage. These are the value we find in our Islamic, Arab and Palestinian identity. We have no problem with the 
Western public, and we reject the notion of an inevitable clash of civilisations with the Western world. Our values 
are clear: òO mankind! Lo! We have created you male and female, and have made you tribes and nations that ye 
may know each other.ó This is the past, present and future difference that leads to the existence of different peoples 
and concepts, but the Holy Qurõan emphasises that despite these differences the foundation of this relationship is to 
òknow one anotheró, knowledge here being that which involves goodness and casts out evil. It is very clear that if 
there is environmental pollution in Umm al-Fahm, it may also threaten London and Washington and so on. At 
present there are momentous issues that threaten the entire world, but they could also bring us together. However, 
this will not happen if the official political leadership in the West remains under the sway of the American and 
British Zionist Lobbies, or if the leadership in Europe, in addition to being pressured by the Zionist Lobby, 
remain controlled by US official policy. Such pressures lead to futile losses without any benefits in return. Why are 
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American and Western soldiers being killed in Iraq or Afghanistan? What benefits them there? We would like to 
invite the Western people to look inward, to take time for introspection, and to stand up to their leadership and 
demand policies that will benefit them, and us, and humans with a conscience who believe in values of the human 
civilisation like justice, truth, peace, and freedom.ó4

Jerusalem 
 
During the 1990s, Sheikh Raed and the Islamic Movement 
under his leadership began focusing their efforts on the 
plight of Jerusalem, its inhabitants and Al-Aqsa Mosque. 
The significance of the city and the Mosque for Muslims 
as one of the holiest sites in Islam cannot be overstated. 
As such, continued Israeli aggression against it is seen by 
Muslims as an affront to the entire Muslim world.  
 
Jerusalem is designated as occupied territory under international law and the UN General 
Assembly along with numerous Security Council Resolutions reject Israelõs proclamation that 
Jerusalem is its òundivided capitaló, denouncing its control of the city as invalid. Nevertheless, 
over the years the Israeli government has continued in its efforts to alter the character and 
demography of the city in order to maintain control over it. In response, Sheikh Raed Salah set up 
the hugely popular Al-Aqsa Foundation dedicated to the protection of Jerusalem from Israeli 
excesses and acting with impunity. The Foundation also seeks to preserve Jerusalemõs Christian 
and Islamic cultural heritage sites and to monitor closely Israeli efforts on the Judaisation of the 
occupied city. Sheikh Raed is regarded by many Palestinians as the custodian of Al-Aqsa Mosque. 
 
In 2009-10, Raed Salah was banned from Jerusalem for exposing Israeli plans for a series of 
building and architectural projects in the vicinity of the Mosque; he has also campaigned against 
the destruction of surrounding features and government intentions to build on the site. He has 
brought public attention to excavations and the construction of a complex system of tunnels 
being built beneath non-Jewish religious sites and the historic walls of the Old City. He has 
campaigned further against the desecration and destruction of the historic Maõman Allah 
Cemetery in Jerusalem. 
 
Sheikh Raed is a vociferous advocate for the rights of the inhabitants of the occupied city and has 
joined them in leading mass campaigns opposing the restrictions imposed on them by the Israelis. 
These include how they can earn their living; the substandard state services with which they are 
provided; state efforts to prevent them from building on their own land and to evict them from 
their homes; land confiscations; and home demolitions and efforts to strip them of residency 
rights and expel them from their city. Sheikh Raed plays a key role in transporting busloads of 
people daily from outlying parts of the country into Jerusalem to show solidarity with the plight of 
Jerusalemites. 
 
 
 
 
4 The Islamic Movement Inside Israel, An interview with Raõid Salah, Journal of Palestinian Studies Vol. XXXVI, No. 2 (winter 2007), pp.66-79 
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Harassment by the Israeli authorities 
 
The campaign of personal persecution and political 
harassment launched by the Israeli authorities and 
extremists against Sheikh Raed as an activist and leader of 
the Islamic Movement began in the eighties and has 
continued to this day. It is argued that his current situation 
in Britain is one aspect of this harassment. He has endured 
numerous physical assaults and attempts on his life and his 
survival is viewed by some as near-miraculous. His courage 
and sacrifice is a source of great inspiration to many. A 
few examples of the harassment he has faced are given 
below. 
 

¶ In 1988 a plot was hatched by Israeli intelligence 
services to blackmail a drug dealer into planting illegal 
narcotics on Sheikh Raed Salah. The drug dealer 
turned down the deal despite threats of a lengthy 
prison sentence and, instead, exposed the plot. 

 

¶ In 1998 he was beaten brutally and hospitalised by 
Israeli forces as they stormed a local secondary school. The incident followed protests against 
land confiscations in Umm al-Fahm. Sheikh Raed was attempting to protect the students, 600 
of whom were injured.  

 

¶ During the Al-Aqsa Intifada in 2000, he was shot in the head with a rubber bullet as Israeli 
troops opened fire on a demonstration he was controlling and directing. His injuries required 
hospitalisation and, according to eye witnesses, the shooting was a deliberate attempt on his 
life.  

 

¶ In 2003, Sheikh Raed was accused of collecting money for charities in the Occupied 
Territories and charged under anti-terrorism laws for allegedly funding Hamas-related 
activities. He was also charged with having contact with an Iranian intelligence agent. He has 
always denied funding military activities. He was imprisoned for two years.  

 

¶ In 2007, he was indicted for inciting violence and racism after it was said that a speech he gave 
led to public disorder. He was also accused in the media of having invoked an ancient blood 
libel against Jews. 

 

¶ On one occasion he was having dinner on a rooftop when he and those he was with were 
attacked by Israeli forces who threw 12 stun grenades into their midst. Three people were 
injured including Sheikh Raed who is currently suing the authorities over the incident. 
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¶ In 2010, on a trip returning from Jordan, he objected to his wife being strip-searched in the 
context of which he was said to have pushed a police officer; he was convicted of assault and 
served five months in prison.  

 

¶ On board the Mavi Marmara in the Freedom Flotilla in 2010, a Turkish engineer who bore a 
striking resemblance to Sheikh Raed was shot and killed by Israeli commandos. This, coupled 
with reports that Sheikh Raed had been killed and the fact that he was wounded, led to 
speculation that there had been an attempt on his life by the Israelis. He was sentenced to five 
days house arrest following the Flotilla and banned from leaving the country for 45 days.  

 

¶ Again in 2010, Chaim Perlman, who was a member of both Israeli intelligence and the 
extremist religious group Kahane Kach (which is proscribed in the US and the UK), confessed 
to having been asked to assassinate Sheikh Raed following a religious edict issued against him 
by extremist Rabbis. 

 
Prior to coming to Britain in June 2011, Sheikh Raed had never been charged with anti-Semitism 
inside Israel itself. However, since the UK exclusion against him, two indictments in Israel have 
been issued.  
 
Further to this, a draft law called the òRaed Salahó law was put to the Israeli parliament aimed at 
òpreventing any persons assisting ôterroristõ organisations from entering educational 
establishments under the control of the Israeli government without the consent of the Minister of 
Educationó. In an interview with an Israeli newspaper, the parliamentarian proposing the law, 
Alex Miller MK, said, òIf Britain has deemed it necessary to prevent Raed Salah from entering its 
territory due to his extremist positions and fearing he could exploit academic and educational 
forums to promulgate his views, then there is no justification for Israel to allow him [to do] this.ó 
 
 

 
Following Sheikh Raedõs entry to the UK on the evening 
of 25 June, he embarked on a busy scheduled of public 
engagements. This began with a lecture at the North 
London Central Mosque in Finsbury Park on 26 June on 
the topic of òJerusalem and the eternal trustó, covering 
the timeless responsibility of Muslims to preserve their 
heritage, particularly Al-Aqsa Mosque. The following day, 
he gave a television interview on the same topic followed 
by a round-table meeting at the Houses of Parliament 
chaired by Baroness Jenny Tonge and attended by Lord Andrew Phillips. Later the same day he 
gave a talk at Conway Hall in Red Lion Square, London on the topic of the Arab Spring and its 
impact on the Palestinian cause. On the day of Sheikh Raedõs arrest, Tuesday 28 June, he gave an 
Islam Channel interview in the morning followed by a public talk in Leicester where he again 
spoke about Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque. Later that evening, on his return to his London 
hotel at about eleven oõclock he was detained by immigration police under provisions of the 
Immigration Act and taken to Paddington Green Police Station. 
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Sheikh Raed was scheduled to take part in a number of 
other high-profile engagements during his visit to Britain, 
including a meeting with senior journalist and editors from 
the Guardian newspaper to discuss the general situation of 
Arabs in Israel and specifically the plight of the Bedouin 
tribes; a meeting with the political editor of the New 
Statesman on similar issues; and a meeting in the House of 
Commons under the banner of òBuilding Peace and 
Justice in Jerusalemó where he was due to share a platform 
with a number of British MPs including Jeremy Corbyn, 
Richard Burden and Yasmin Qureshi, as well as Lord Alf 
Dubbs. 

 

The issue of Sheikh Raedõs possible exclusion from the UK was first raised publicly with the 
Home Secretary during Home Office oral questions on the day he arrived in the country. Mike 
Freer MP set the tone when he asked, òThe Home Secretary will be aware that Raed Salah has 
been invited to speak in the palace [the Palace of Westminster, the Houses of Parliament] 
precincts. Given this manõs history of virulent anti-Semitism, will the Home Secretary ban him 
from entering the UK?ó Freerõs attempt to pass allegation off as fact mirrored a virulent 
defamation campaign mounted against Sheikh Raed in the media by pro-Israel Lobbyist and 
propagandists which began from the time his tour of Britain was announced. At the time of 
Freerõs question, Theresa May appeared to be unaware of the case specifics and declined to 
provide details or make a comment.  
 
The intellectual, moral and political bankruptcy of the Zionist position, coupled with the 
momentum of growing international support for the justice of the Palestinian cause and the 
prospect of an authoritative and well-respected Palestinian voice addressing key issues to British 
parliamentarians in the Houses of Commons, appears to have resulted in a hysterical and libellous 
campaign by a desperate pro-Israel Lobby. It was a shameless attempt to silence legitimate debate 
on the Palestine-Israel conflict and the plight of Palestinians by levelling accusations of anti-
Semitism which, as one commentator put it, cast them as òeven more extreme than their 
paymasters in Tel Avivó. 
 
The campaign began a fortnight before Sheikh Raedõs arrival and was spearheaded by Daily 
Telegraph journalists Michael Weiss and Andrew Gilligan, Jewish Chronicle journalist Robyn 
Rosen, and right-wing blogs like Harryõs Place alongside the Community Security Trust5 (CST). 
Sheikh Raed was branded as a òknown anti-Semiteó, an anti-Semitic òpreacher of hateó, a frothing 
racist, a Hamas-like ònutteró and a thug. The main thrust of the campaign was anti-Semitism 
allegations based on assertions first made in the Israeli media back in 2007. Other allegations 
included claims that Sheikh Raed had written a poem in which he described Jews as òcriminal 
bombers of mosques, slaughterers of pregnant women and babies, robbers and germs in all times,  
 
 

5The Community Security Trust is an organisation which monitors anti-Semitism in the UK. It compiled the report which 
the SSHD relied on in her assessment of Sheikh Raed. According to expert witness testimony, its report failed to 
differentiate between anti-Semitism and criticism of the actions of the Israeli state and therefore gave an unbalanced 
perspective.  
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Sentenced by God to be loser monkeysó; that he invoked the European anti-Semitic blood libel; 
that he glorified suicide bombing; and that he referenced the notorious Protocols of the Learned 
Elders Zion in relation to efforts to re-build the Jewish Third Temple on the ruins of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. He was further accused of association with the Turkish group which organised the 
Freedom Flotilla in 2010, IHH, and of having links to Hamas. 
 
Sheikh Raed was questioned by Israeli authorities about the anti-Semitism allegations at the time 
they were first circulated and no charges were ever brought against him. When these allegations, 
among others, surfaced in the British media and on blog spots, he issued a statement categorically 
denying the charges6. Through his lawyers he refuted ever having written an anti-Semitic poem 
and said that the version of his poem circulated in the media was doctored, with words being 
interposed and the context obscured in order to change the meaning. The original printed version 
of the poem has since been produced. With regard to the blood libel accusations, he asserts that 
the context of his speech was obscured, words were again interposed, and a section which 
defended the rights of Jews was deleted. A spokesman for the Islamic Movement said, òThe 
Israeli establishment know what the Sheikh has said and they know they have no legal case against 
him [with regard to allegations of anti-Semitism]. They have not been shy of pursuing him on 
other charges.ó Sheikh Raed categorically refutes all other allegations. 
 
Sheikh Raedõs lawyers have contacted the Jewish Chronicle and demanded that the paper retract 
the false and defamatory allegations made by their journalist, Robyn Rosen, along with a public 
apology or face legal proceedings in the High Court. Similar actions were taken against the 
Telegraphõs Andrew Gilligan. This issue is ongoing. 
 
 
6 See appendix a 
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Following Sheikh Raedõs arrest, a number of tabloid and other newspapers picked-up and 
repeating the false allegations without trying to verify them. However, the focus turned to how òa 
banned Islamic extremistó with òhard-line anti-Semitic viewsó who had been on a government 
watch-list had managed to walk through borders security at Heathrow without being spotted or 
stopped. 
 
Reports insinuated that Sheikh Raed had used underhanded means to enter the country. It was 
claimed that detectives had been sent to arrest him from his speaking engagement at Conway Hall 
but that he did not show up to the event (this was a lie). Newspapers like the Sun and the Mail 
Online homed in on the immigration aspect of the case linking it to the EU ruling blocking the 
deportation of criminals. 
 
The incident was portrayed as a spectacular failure of the UKBA and the governmentõs new 
òPreventó anti-terrorism strategy, which apparently infuriated Home Secretary Theresa May.  
 

 
The defamation campaign struck its first blow when Londonõs Queen Mary University acquiesced 
and pulled the plug on Sheikh Raedõs first London talk, scheduled to take place on its campus. 
Despite providing no justification or explanation to event organisers, an interview by the Jewish 
Chronicle with a university spokesperson confirmed that the unfortunate decision to uphold the 
Zionist-imposed culture of censorship that surrounds debate on Palestine, was due to òéthe fact 
that this guy has been arrested and charged with racism and incitement to violence; we didnõt 
want that happening on our campusó. 


