
 

 



 

 

11th March 2009 

In another step too far, Israel yesterday announced that it is to build 1,600 new housing units in an illegal 

Israeli settlement in East Jerusalem. This announcement came just hours after US Vice President Joe Biden 

met with, and rebuked, Israeli leaders. Following the great embarrassment that Israel has caused their 

greatest ally, yet again, MEMO explores the relationship between the two countries. 
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1. Introduction: A call for the normalisation of relations. 

A mere eleven minutes after Israel declared its independence in 1948, US President Harry Truman recognised 

the newly created state.i That instantaneous public support has never really wavered and ever since then the 
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through thick and thin; right or wrong; supporting it on all fronts: financially, politically, diplomatically and 

militarily. However, many observers have for a long time now believed that this has become a toxic association, 
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harm than good. In 2003 the European Commission conducted a poll across Europe in which 59% of those 
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Seven years on, a slow realisation finally seems to be dawning 

on Americans that it is time for a serious re-evaluation of their 
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discourse is beginning to take place where it really counts, in 

the United States of America. On 9th February 2010 there was 

an Intelligence Squared debate at New York University in 

�Á�Z�]���Z�� �š�Z���� �u�}�š�]�}�v�� �Á���•�U�� �^�d�Z���� �h�^�� �•�Z�}�µ�o���� �•�š���‰�� �������l�� �(�Œ�}�u�� �]�š�•��


