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Israeli censorship 

 

PART A 

 

Preface 

/ŜƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅέ 

Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states: 

"Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; the right includes 

freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴȅ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŦǊƻƴǘƛŜǊǎΦέ1 

Freedom of the press is a hallmark of a free and open democracy. It is inevitable that there will always 

be some restrictions on a free press; the most widely accepted being those pertaining to personal 

privacy and those relating to national security. However, in Israel today freedom of information is just 

one more area to come under attack by the Israeli establishment and the truth is another victim. 

Censorship, in its many forms, is being taken to an extreme degree, one most unbecoming of a so-

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎέ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛǎŜ ƻŦ άǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅέ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ 

to censor news coming out of both Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). Israel, in 

fact, has such a blatant disregard for - or to be more accurate, a blatant hostility towards - journalists2 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǿǊƻƴƎ ǎƛŘŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ 

arrest, intimidation, physical abuse and even killing of journalists, seemingly with total impunity. 

 

Many jouǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ άƭǳŎƪȅέ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴŜŘΣ Ŧƭƻǿƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ 

Land and given the 5-star treatment, including luxury accommodation, free meals and a guided tour 

ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ are after the truth and who do not 

want to be spoon-fed Israeli PR spin while lounging in a sunny seaside resort or in a nightclub in Tel 

Aviv, just to regurgitate it later; and for those who choose instead to head straight to the field to 

report on the heart of the conflict where the real news is taking place, they can expect to receive a 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml#a19
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very different welcome. Journalists who go to the sites where Palestinian homes are being 

demolished routinely or who go to witness the weekly Palestinian protests against the illegal Israeli 

ŀǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘ ǿŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ .ƛƭΩƛƴΣ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ άƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅέΦ 

 

LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΣ ōŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƻǊ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎΣ ƛǎ ǎƘŀƳŜŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

control the flow of information coming out of Israel and the OPTs are many. They include:  

 

1. The killing and wounding of journalists by Israeli forces 

2. Banning journalists from entering certain newsworthy areas  

3. Expulsion of journalists unsympathetic to Israel 

4. Military censorship 

5. Utilising gag orders, house arrest and forcing reporters into hiding abroad  

6. Attacking Palestinian media infrastructure  

7. Controlling and censoring the language used  

8. An Israeli culture of self-imposed censorship 

9. Blocking non-media investigations 

10. Preventing critics of Israel from speaking out 

 

1. The killing and wounding of journalists by Israeli forces 

 

Israel has a terrible track record of violence against reporters, whether they are Palestinians or 

internationals. The violence includes anything from verbal and physical abuse, to unjustifiable arrest 

and even death. Experience has shown that following the injury or death of a journalist there is no 

real investigation and certainly no punishment for the Israeli offender. This state of affairs has given 

Israel, yet again, a sense that it can act with total impunity. For years now the Israeli army has been 

getting away with extreme violence against reporters, cameramen, researchers and anyone else 

ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻf Palestinians. This situation has gone 

largely unnoticed and has received little condemnation from the wider international community and 

Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘŜŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŀŎȅΦ 



 6 

There is, of course, an inevitable element of danger involved in being a journalist covering a story in a 

conflict zone anywhere in the world, but this in no way justifies allowing harm to come to journalists 

almost as a matter of state policy. Journalists play a vital role in letting the world know what is going 

on in areas that the general public would otherwise know little or nothing about. The presence of 

journalists in an area of conflict is vital if human rights abuses are to be investigated, violators 

exposed and victims protected. Journalists in this context are performing a vital public service and 

must be offered a maximum level of protection, one that should be supported by all members of the 

international community.  

 

According to Alexandre Balguy-Gallois, a lecturer at the University of Paris (Panthéon-Sorbonne) and 

legal adviser to Reporters Without Borders (Reporters Sans Frontieres): 

 

ά!ǘǘŀŎƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ and the news media are unlawful because, under 

international humanitarian law, civilians and civilian objects are protected and, with few 

exceptions, not even the propaganda media can be considered military objectives. In 

other words, while journalists and the equipment they use have no special status, they 

benefit from the general protection enjoyed by civilian persons and objects, unless they 

ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ3 

 

However, if the protection given to journalists and members of the press is that which is accorded to 

ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŀōǳǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

not be so surprising that journalists have also become targets of the Israeli regime. The use of the 

ǿƻǊŘ άǘŀǊƎŜǘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ 

of sympathy for a soldier who wounds a journalist accidentally during the heat of battle, these are not 

the cases we are examining here. Instead, we are talking about the targeting of media personnel 

ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ŧƭŀƪ ƧŀŎƪŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άtw9{{έ ŜƳōƭŀȊƻƴŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

chests and who are doing pieces to-camera, sometimes even live on air, when Israeli soldiers open 

fire on them with tear gas canisters, rubber bullets, live ammunition and other weaponry. 

http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/review-853-p37/$File/IRRC_853_Gallois.pdf
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In March 2010 alone, a minimum of eight journalists were shot by Israeli soldiers in the West Bank 

and Jerusalem.4 WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴƻrms 

and standards of behaviour by Israel. In a report published on 1st April 2010 Reporters Without 

Borders released a statement in which it άŘŜǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜǉǳency of press freedom violations by the 

Israel Defence Forces, which routinely fire on Palestinian journalists... The incidents continue with 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƳǇǳƴƛǘȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ L5C ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘΣ 

less still, disowned by the superiors, who endorse the use of violence against media personnel. It is 

ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΦέ5 ¢ƘŜǎŜ άƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎέ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳŜǊŀƳŜƴ ōŜƛƴƎ 

accosted, threatened, beaten, strip-searched, detained at checkpoints, arrested and, in the most 

extreme and despicable of  cases, killed. 

 

The Committee to Protect Journalists (a New York-based freedom of the press organisation) has been 

so concerned recently that it wrote an open letter to Ehud Barak (Israeli Minister of Defence) on 10th 

aŀǊŎƘ нлмл ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ άŀƭŀǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎǇŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ 

violations in the West Bank, including detentions, censorship, harassment and physical attacks by 

LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ CƻǊŎŜǎ όL5CύΧ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ 

ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ6 The letter refers, among other incidents, to the recent 

shooting of Nidal Ishtieh, a photographer for the Xinhua news agency, who was shot with rubber 

bullets as he tried to cover a confrontation between Israeli settlers and local villagers in the occupied 

West Bank. 

 

The Palestinian Centre for Development and Media Freedoms (MADA) reported on the detention of a 

busload of 50 journalists on 7th Feb 2010 and provided an extensive list of other abuses against 

journalists throughout the year, including a list of those injured and killed. Many journalists have been 

killed by the Israeli army over the years while trying to report on stories in Israel and the OPTs. This 

includes, inter alia, the following: 

 

http://en.rsf.org/israel-palestinian-journalists-repeatedly-01-04-2010,36916.html
http://en.rsf.org/israel-palestinian-journalists-repeatedly-01-04-2010,36916.html
http://en.rsf.org/israel-palestinian-journalists-repeatedly-01-04-2010,36916.html
http://cpj.org/
http://cpj.org/2010/03/cpj-alarmed-by-spate-of-idf-attacks-on-journalists.php
http://www.madacenter.org/Ann.R.2009.MFV.doc
http://cpj.org/killed/mideast/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territory/
http://cpj.org/killed/mideast/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territory/
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¶ άMr [James] Miller, a British cameraman filming a documentary on the effect of terrorism on 

children for the American cable station HBO, was shot dead in Rafah, in Gaza [3rd May 2003]... 

an eyewitness who was with Mr Miller claims that they were waving a white flag and moving 

towards aƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŀǊƳƻǳǊŜŘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŦƛǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦέ7  

 

¶ άNazih Darwazeh, a Palestinian cameraman working with the Associated Press Television 

News, was shot in the head at close range while filming clashes between Palestinian youths 

and Israeli troops in central Nablus on 19 April 2003. Eyewitnesses claimed that Mr Darwazeh 

ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǘ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ōȅ ŀƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΦέ8  

 

¶ Fadel Shanaa, a Palestinian journalist working for Reuters, was killed on 16th April 2008 after 

an Israeli missile hit his vehicle that was clearly marked PRESS. His killing was condemned by 

the Director General of UNESCO, Koichiro Matsuura.  

 

¶ άLǘŀƭƛŀƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ Raffaele Ciriello. According to reports, on 13 March [2002] Mr Ciriello, a 

freelance photojournalist working for the Italian daily Corriere della Sera, was shot six times in 

the chest by an Israeli tank-mounted machine gun while covering the takeover of the West 

.ŀƴƪ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ wŀƳŀƭƭŀƘΦέ9  

 

¶ Basel Faraj, a cameraman for Aljazeera TV network ENTV, was killed during an Israeli air strike 

on 6th January 2009. His killing was condemned by many including the Director General of 

UNESCO, Koichiro Matsuura, who made a point of emphasising the Security Council Resolution 

1738 which forbids attacks against journalists in conflict situations (as well as media 

equipment and installations.)  

 

This is a deplorable state of affairs in which journalists are being killed and assaulted in the line of 

duty. A quick perusal of the headlines over the last few months on websites such as the International 

Freedom of Expression eXchange (IFEX) shows that this pattern of aggression against journalists is by 

ƴƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǎƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΦ 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΣ άSeven journalists assaulted in 

http://www.wan-press.org/article1175.html?var_recherche=israel
http://www.wan-press.org/article1175.html?var_recherche=israel
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=26648&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.wan-press.org/article19.html?var_recherche=israel
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=28011&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2006/sc8929.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2006/sc8929.doc.htm
http://www.ifex.org/palestine/2010/03/11/seven_journalists_assaulted/
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Jerusalem and Hebronέ όммth March 2010; they were shot, beaten, kicked, had their equipment 

ǎƳŀǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŜȄǇŜƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀύΤ  άIsraeli forces attack two journalists near Ramallahέ 

(24th aŀǊŎƘ нлмлύΤ άJournalist arrested, others shot while covering protestsέ όмоth April 2010). There 

are many, many more.  

 

Attempts to cover up the deaths of all foreigners in the conflict zone are nothing new. The killing in 

2003 of a young American member of the International Solidarity Movement (ISM), Rachel Corrie, for 

example, was steeped in controversy and convoluted attempts to obstruct the truth coming out. 

Similarly, there seems to be a total lack of willingness to follow up on reports of any Israeli attacks 

against journalists, be they Palestinian or foreign. For example, according to Reporters Without 

Borders:  

 

ά¢ƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ .ŜǊǘǊŀƴŘ !ƎǳƛǊre, a correspondent for the TV station TF1, was 

injured on 15 May 2001 in Ramallah. Three different TV crews videotaped the shooting. 

You can see an Israeli border guard get out of his vehicle, calmly adjust his firearm and, 

with a cigarette in his mouth, open fire with real bullets at an angle likely to hit people in 

the head or upper body. Aguirre, who had just finished filming a stand-up, was hit full in 

the chest. Fortunately, the bullet was just stopped by his flack jacket. The police internal 

investigations section, which is responsible for investigating breaches by the frontier 

police, asked Aguirre to cooperate with them and promised to carry out the most 

thorough investigation possible. Contacted two years later by Reporters Without 

Borders, Aguirre ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ΨŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘΩ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ 

ǿŜƴǘ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜΦ ΨCƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нллмΣ L Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ-line letter saying the 

ŎŀǎŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦΩ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ 

hŀŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊΦ ΨL ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳƻǳǊŜŘ ǇƭŀǘŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦƭŀŎƪ ƧŀŎƪŜǘΦ L Ǝƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ 

ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΦ !ƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƭŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘΦ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ōǳǘ L Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ 

realised there was no desire to carry out an investigation to a proper concƭǳǎƛƻƴΦΩέ10  

 

http://www.ifex.org/palestine/2010/03/24/journalists_assaulted/
http://www.ifex.org/palestine/2010/04/13/covering_protests/
http://en.rsf.org/spip.php?page=article&id_article=7662
http://en.rsf.org/spip.php?page=article&id_article=7662
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The targeting of journalists with violence may not immediately appear to come under the traditional 

banner of censorship. Censorship seems too passive and docile a word to cover such acts of violence 

and brutality. However, if you consider the definition of censorship in its wider sense, to include the 

suppression of information and any acts intended to prevent the dissemination of certain 

information, then assaulting or killing journalists who have that information in their possession, or 

who are in the process of gathering such information, is surely censorship taken to its most brutal and 

lethal extreme. 

 

Surprisingly, this aspect of Israeli censorship, which goes far beyond the realms of acceptable 

censorship levels, receives very little media attention. This could be understandable if it only related 

to the killing and maiming of Palestinian journalists. After all, as terrible as it may be, the reality of the 

situation is that Palestinians are abused and killed by Israeli forces all the time and their deaths rarely, 

if ever, make it into the mainstream news. However, this affects non-Palestinian journalists as well. 

We are talking about the intimidation and abuse of an entire profession, regardless of race, gender or 

religion, and it is time for journalists working in Israel and the OPTs to be offered the protection that 

they need in order for them to cover stories on both sides of the conflict without fear of serious 

physical harm or death. If this protection is not offered to them by Israel, the occupying power, then it 

is natural to ask what Israel is afraid of. If Israel and its security forces are not doing anything illegal, 

why attack journalists covering their actions? Why not let them do their jobs, report on the facts 

safely and theƴ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ƛǘǎ ƳƛƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ōŀǎŜŘ 

on the cold, hard, objective facts? 

 

2. Banning journalists from entering certain newsworthy areas 

 

ά¢ƘŜ Iƛƭƭ ƻŦ {ƘŀƳŜέ 

 

Probably the most infamous recent example of the Israeli authorities preventing journalists from 

doing their job by barring them from entering a newsworthy area was the prohibition of all reporters 

ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ DŀȊŀ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀǎǘ [ŜŀŘέΣ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нллу ς 
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January 2009. According to plan, hundreds of journalists were unable to report on the Israeli 

massacre of more than 1,400 Palestinians, one-third of them children, as it was taking place. As a 

result of their deliberate physical exclusion, the reporters could not give eyewitness accounts of the 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇƘƻǎǇƘƻǊƻǳǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ōǳǊƴŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ŦƭŜǎƘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ 

ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƛŜŦ ƻƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘȅƛƴƎ 

children in their arms. All they could do was wait with their media colleagues, bored, frustrated, 

ŘŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǘŜƴǘ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άŀŎǘƛƻƴέΦ WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƘƛƭƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άIƛƭƭ ƻŦ {ƘŀƳŜέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳse their 

telescopic lenses to get as close as possible to the devastation in Gaza City. They could only report as 

Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭǳƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǊƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭƳ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ¦{-made 

ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ Ŧƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ DŀȊŀΩǎ ǘƻwns knowing full well that for the citizens of the Gaza Strip 

living under the Israeli-imposed blockade, there was nowhere to run. 

Instead of filing copy detailing the numerous human rights abuses being perpetrated against the 

Palestinians in Gaza, too many news reports at that time were like the ABC News item which began: 

άhǳǊ ŀŎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ ŦƛƭŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǇŀǘŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ-Gaza border -- on the frustrations he 

ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ Řŀȅ ƻǳǘΣ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΦέ11 

 

This was an extreme form of censorship. As British journalist Jon Snow ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ άŀŎŎŜǎǎ 

Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ōŀǊǊŜŘέΦ12 IŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ άŦǳƭƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

consequences of Hamas attacks, but no direct access to the carnage resulting from the Israeli assault 

ƻƴ DŀȊŀέΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƭƛŦǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ 

that they were able to see the full effect of the devastating assault and resultant carnage for 

themselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://blogs.abcnews.com/theworldnewser/2009/01/mideast-war-our.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/tv-radio/gaza-war-from-a-distance-1419147.html
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The Committee to Protect Journalists was among the hundreds of groups and organisations to speak 

out against IsrŀŜƭΩǎ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lǘ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ 

 

άΦΦΦ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǾŜƴŜŘ international legal principles. The Johannesburg Principles on National 

Security, Freedom of Expression and Access to Information of 1995, an amalgam of 

general principles of international law and customary international law, states that 

gƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ΨƳŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΦΦΦ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ 

armed conflict except where their presence would pose a clear risk to the safety of 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦΩ ¢ƘŜ /tW ŀŘŘǎ ǘƘŀt the burden of demonstrating the validity of the restriction 

rests with the government. The blanket ban instituted by Israel in November 2008, which 

remained in effect largely uninterrupted until January 23, 2009, did not meet this 

ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦέ13 

 

The Goldstone Report also looked briefly into this issue as part of the UN-mandated investigation into 

the Israeli attack on Gaza. Acknowledging that the ban essentially began on November 5th 2008 (in 

preparation for the Israeli attack) the Report states:  

 

ά¢ƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƴƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŀōƭŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

journalists and international human rights monitors aides the investigation and wide 

public reporting of the conduct of the parties to the conflict and their presence can 

inhibit misconduct. The Mission observes that Israel, in its actions against political 

activists, NGOs and the media, has attempted to reduce public scrutiny of its conduct 

both during its military operations in Gaza and the consequences that these operations 

had for the residents of Gaza, possibly seeking to prevent investigation and public 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜƻƴΦέ [p35, para. 116]14 

ά¢ƘŜ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ Gaza and the continuing denial of access to human rights 

ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǾƛŜǿΣ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 

actions in the OPT from public scrutiny and to impede investigations and reporting of the 

conduct of the parties in thŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀȊŀ {ǘǊƛǇΦέ [p528, para. 1700]  

http://cpj.org/2009/04/cpj-urges-israel-to-examine-gaza-limits-military-s.php
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/docs/UNFFMGC_Report.pdf
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Restrictions on access for journalists 

 

This unprecedented level of censorship, as universally condemned as it was, occurred during a 

military assault and may therefore be seen by some as an exceptional circumstance, imposed for the 

good of the journalists themselves, as condescending as that may be. However, similar bans and 

physical restrictions continue to be imposed by Israel on a daily basis all over the area where no such 

justification, however feeble, exists. For instance, there is a military-imposed ban on all Israeli citizens 

preventing them from even visiting the Occupied Palestinian Territories let alone reporting on events 

taking place there. The illegal settlers across the West Bank and JerusaleƳΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƘŀǾŜ άǎŜǘǘƭŜǊ-

ƻƴƭȅέ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ǎƻΣ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ 

visiting the OPTs. 

 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ wŜǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ .ƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ άLǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘ ōŀƴ ƻƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Occupied Palestinian Territories obstructs the work of its journalists and violates press freedomέΦ15 

When reporters like Israeli citizen Amira Hass ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŜƴŜƳȅ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅέ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

arrested (December 2008 and May 2009) and banned from re-entry. 

 

Similarly, Palestinian journalists who live in the West Bank find themselves banned from accessing 

many areas. They often find themselves stopped at checkpoints for hours or held outside an area 

where protests, house demolitions, the arrest of children and other newsworthy events are taking 

place. It is only after the Israeli human rights violations have been carried out that journalists may be 

let through.  

 

It is quite understandable that Israel does not want journalists reporting on its campaign to arrest 

Palestinian children or the intentional shooting of international volunteers or the bulldozing of 

Palestinian homes; but just because the Israelis do not want the world to witness these violations 

does not give them the right to prevent journalists from covering these stories as they take place. 

 

http://en.rsf.org/israel-newspaper-reporter-arrested-as-she-13-05-2009,33055.html
http://en.rsf.org/israel-newspaper-reporter-arrested-as-she-13-05-2009,33055.html
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Similar restrictions on the access of journalists apply to Gaza as well. The Goldstone Report states that 

άLǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŀǊǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀȊŀ {ǘǊƛǇ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŀōŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ нллс ƻŦ DƛƭŀŘ {ƘŀƭƛǘΧέΦ ώǇпусΣ para. 1768] In fact, the Israeli Prime Minister's Office 

website ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DŀȊŀ {ǘǊƛǇΣ ά9ƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ōŜing present 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ƻŦŦŜƴŎŜΦέ16  

 

LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ōƭƻŎƪŀŘŜ ƻŦ DŀȊŀ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ht¢ǎ ŀƴŘ 

compounds the horrors of what is taking place inside the besieged Strip. Unreported atrocities are 

occurring not simply behind closed doors but behind closed borders, ŀǘǊƻŎƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ DŀȊŀΩǎ 

мΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǎƛŜƎŜ ƻŦ DŀȊŀ ƛǎ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƛƴŎǳǊǎƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀǎǘ [ŜŀŘέΦ The assault on the citizens of Gaza did not end after 22 days but continues to 

this day in a most menacing and inhumane form of mass imprisonment. Children are dying of 

treatable medical conditions, including many types of cancer, in the most torturous and horrific way 

ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ DŀȊŀ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 

blockade, and yet no cameras are there to record their slow and painful death. Amnesty International 

has reported that about 95% of the water in Gaza is unfit for human consumption and yet no 

environmentalists or researchers can go in for themselves to chart the devastating effect this has on 

the people, their animals or the land itself. Israel is imprisoning one and a half million people and 

restricting access in the hopes that the world at large will remain ignorant about the atrocities it is 

carrying out on a daily basis. Out of sight out of mind is the intention behind the policy and, for the 

most part, it is effective. People are largely unaware of the conditions facing Palestinians in the Gaza 

Strip because journalists and researchers have such limited access. 

 

3. Expulsion of journalists unsympathetic to Israel 

 

¢ƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ aŀΩŀƴ bŜǿǎ ŜȄǇŜƭƭŜŘΦ 

 

The Jewish-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ WŀǊŜŘ aŀƭǎƛƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ aŀΩŀƴ bŜǿǎΣ ǿŀǎ άŜȄǇŜƭƭŜŘέ 

ŦǊƻƳ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмл ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŜƭƭ ŀǘ ¢Ŝƭ !ǾƛǾΩǎ .Ŝƴ DǳǊƛƻƴ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΦ Lƴ 

http://www.pmo.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/AF724F93-93CD-4057-8902-2625CA355A8E/0/REVOCATIONRULES.doc
http://www.pmo.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/AF724F93-93CD-4057-8902-2625CA355A8E/0/REVOCATIONRULES.doc
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a report by the British Index on Censorship it is stated that while the Israeli authorities gave numerous 

ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ aǊΦ aŀƭǎƛƴ ƛƴΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ aŀΩŀƴ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅ 

in relation ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ άaŀƭǎƛƴΩǎ ŘŜǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ 

ǿƻǊƪέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴ 

his personal website τ in his CV τ he states that he has been covering events in the Palestinian 

Authority for the past year and seven months... Further search brought up articles in which he covers 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǾƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦέ Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

be a critic ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

West Bank as well.  

 

The International Press Institute Director, David Dadge, said at the time: ά¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǊŜǎǎ 

Institute is troubled by the possibility that the Israeli authorities have detained and will deport Jared 

Malsin because they dislike the ediǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀǘ aŀΩŀƴ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

recognize that the right of press freedom applies to all journalists, not just to reporters who write 

ŦŀǾƻǳǊŀōƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦέ17  

 

4. Military censorship 

 

Having looked at a few of the more brutal and draconian methods by which the Israeli authorities 

obstruct and control the flow of information coming out of Israel and the OPTs, it is important to look 

at some of the more passive, but no less ominous, forms of censorship employed by the Israeli 

authorities.  

 

What form of official censorship is employed in Israel? Like most things in the Jewish state, the 

censorship system is heavily bureaucratic and military in nature. Every journalist working in Israel 

must first be accredited by the Israeli Government Press Office. Granting accreditation is entirely 

ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ фл ŘŀȅǎΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Rules regarding cards 

and certificates for journalists, press technicians and media assistantsΣ ά/ŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ 

http://www.indexoncensorship.org/2010/01/israel-paslestine-jared-maslin/
http://www.freemedia.at/press-room/public-statements/mena/listview/4671%20/
http://www.freemedia.at/regions/mena/singleview/4671/
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMOEng/PM%2BOffice/Departments/GPO.htm
http://www.pmo.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/4BFCE83A-151E-461B-9AAA-0D72EF1879EF/0/RevisedandFinalPressCardRequirementsandapplicationforms.doc
http://www.pmo.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/4BFCE83A-151E-461B-9AAA-0D72EF1879EF/0/RevisedandFinalPressCardRequirementsandapplicationforms.doc
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be given to residents or citizens of enemy states, or to a resident of an area which is in an armed 

ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭέ όŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘύΦ18 This, naturally, excludes thousands of journalists.  

 

CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ άŜƴŜƳȅ ǎǘŀǘŜέ ōǳǘ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ 

authorities, even once accredited all interviews, articles, reports and film made which may in any way 

ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ tǊŜǎǎ 

hŦŦƛŎŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άcensorship is a function of the Israeli Defence Forces and not the GPOΦέ19 

!ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ άThe Military Censor is interested in information relating to the security of the State of 

Israel. All journalists applying for accreditation of Government Press Office cards are requested to sign 

a form whereby they undertake to abide by the rules of the Military Censor which are designed to 

ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦέ20 

 

With all the elements of a big brother state, Emmy award-winning film maker Tom Hayes explains 

that: 

άwŜƎƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦŀȄΣ 

every foreign call that involves discussion of the situation, every tape, and every reel of 

ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǘ .Ŝƛǘ !ƎǊƻŀƴΦ CŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ƛǎ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŀōƭŜ ōȅ 

ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŘŜǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ 

threat that if you mess with the ArƳȅ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǎƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ 

out of the country. 

¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ōƛǘ ōȅ ōƛǘΦ bƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ пу ƘƻǳǊǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘǊŀƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀǘŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊƳŜŘ 

soldiers decide if it stays or leaves. All your work, all the risks and sacrifices contained in 

those crates, comes down to that moment. They can do anything they want, from seizing 

the entire heap, to screening the material frame by frame. They have guns. 

Every story you see on television has been through this process, although the networks 

rarely acknowledge it. The chronic failure to inform viewers and listeners that material 

http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMOEng/PM+Office/Departments/GPO.htm
http://www.ifamericansknew.org/media/info_blockade.html



