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Israelicensorship

PART A

Preface
/| SYyazNARKALI Aa AyO2YLI GAo0ftS gAGK LaNIStQa OflFAY

Article 19 of theUniversal Declaration of Human Rightates:

"Everyone has the right toteedom of opinion and expression; the right includes
freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart
AYF2NXIGA2Y YR ARSIAa GKNRAAK |yéd YSRALF NB

Freedom of the press is a hallmark of a free and open democracy. It is inevitable that there will always
be somerestrictions on a free press; the most widely accepted being those pertaining to personal
privacy and those relating to national security. Hewe in Israel todajreedom of informations just

one more area to come under attack by the Israeli establishment andrttie is another victim.
Censorship, in its many forms, is being taken to an extreme degree, one most unbecoming of a so
OF t f SRORIRENOE yIFGA2yd ! yRSNI §KS 3FdzAaS 2F aaSodz
to censor news coming out of both Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTSs). Israel, in
fact, has such a blatant disregard far to be more accura, a blatant hostility towardsjournalist$
NEBLR2NOAY3I 2y (GKS agNRBy3I aiARSe 2F (KS O2y ¥t A0

arrest, intimidation, physical abuse and even killing of journalists, seemingly with total impunity.

ManyjolNy/ I f AdGa FTNRY (GKS 2Said Yireé 06S afdzO1eé¢ Sy2dzes
Land and given the-8tar treatment, including luxury accommodation, free meals and a guided tour

2T LaNI StQa Fft2dz2NAaKAY3I yI (aeaffebthd t@itth @ ShedHo ndt2 NJ
want to be spoorfed Israeli PR spin while lounging in a sunny seaside resort or in a nightclub in Tel

Aviv, just to regurgitate it later; and for those who choose instead to head straight to the field to

report on the hart of the conflict where the real news is taking place, they can expect to receive


http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml#a19

very different welcome. Journalists who go to the sites where Palestinian homes are being
demolished routinely or who go to witness the weekly Palestinian protests dagamsllegal Israeli
F LI NOKSAR gl ff Ay LXIFOSa tA1S .AftQAy> asSSsS | @St

LANI St Qa UGNBFGYSYyld 2F adzOK 22dz2NyIlIfAadtazx 6S GKS.

control the flow of information comingut of Israel and the OPTs are many. They include:

The killing and wounding of journalists by Israeli forces

Banning journalists from entering certain newsworthy areas

Expulsion of journalists unsympathetic to Israel

Military censorship

Utilising gag orders, house arrest and forcing reporters into hiding abroad
Attacking Palestinian media infrastructure

Controlling and censoring the language used

An Israeli culture of selmposed censorship

© © N o 00 b~ W DdPRE

Blocking normedia investigations

10. Preventingeritics of Israel from speaking out

1. The killing and wounding of journalists by Israeli forces

Israel has a terrible track record of violence against reporters, whether they are Palestinians or
internationals. The violence includes anything from véroad physical abuse, to unjustifiable arrest

and even death. Experience has shown that following the injury or death of a journalist there is no
real investigation and certainly no punishment for the Israeli offender. This state of affairs has given
Israd, yet again, a sense that it can act with total impunity. For years now the Israeli army has been
getting away with extreme violence against reporters, cameramen, researchers and anyone else
GNEBEAY3I G2 NBLERNI 2y G§KS { NHRaléstinank. ThisksBuatinShasigank &
largely unnoticed and has received little condemnation from the wider international community and

KFra GKSNBF2NBE 2dzaid O2yFANNSR |yR 0O2YLRdzyRSR




There is, of course, anevitable element of danger involved in being a journalist covering a story in a
conflict zone anywhere in the world, but this in no way justiBiewing harm to come to journalists
almost as a matter of state policy. Journalists play a vital rolettindethe world know what is going

on in areas that the general public would otherwise know little or nothing about. The presence of
journalists in an area of conflict is vital if human rights abuses are to be investigated, violators
exposed and victims ptected. Journalists in this context are performing a vital public service and
must be offered a maximum level of protection, one that should be supported by all members of the

international community.

According toAlexandre Balguallois a lecturer at the University of Paris (Panthédorbonne) and

legal adviser to Reporters Without BordeReporters Sans Frontiejes

Gl GalO01a | 3F ayathe néad daidfid &rd anladvful because, under
international humanitarian law, civilians and civilian objects are protected and, with few
exceptions, not even the propaganda media can be considered military objectives. In

other words, while journalists anthe equipment they use have no special status, they

benefit from the general protection enjoyed by civilian persons and objects, unless they

YE1S Ly STFSOGAGS O2yYiNAROdziAZzYy (G2 YAfAGENE |

However, if the protection given to journalists and membefshe press is that which is accorded to
GKSY a OA@QAfAlYyazr 3IABSY LANI StQa | o6dzaAgdS I yR
not be so surprising that journalists have also become targets of the Israeli regime. The use of the
g2NRF NBSG&¢ Ay GKAA O2yGSEG R2S&a y2iG asSSyYy G2 o
of sympathy for a soldier who wounds a journalist accidentally during the heat of battle, these are not
the cases we are examining here. Instead, we are talkirmytathe targeting of media personnel
a2adSYFTGAOFffte YR RSEAOSNIGStfe K2 | NB NBLRNI
tFftSadAySs K2 IINBE Ay Ylye OFrasSa ¢SFENAy3I Tl

chests and whare doing pieces tcamera, sometimes even live on air, when Israeli soldiers open

fire on them with tear gas canisters, rubber bullets, live ammunition and other weaponry.


http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/review-853-p37/$File/IRRC_853_Gallois.pdf

In March 2010 alone, a minimum aight journalistswere shot by Israeli soldiers in the West Bank
and JerusaleftW2 dzNJ/ I f A404Q 3INRdzLIA KI @S Ol ff SR FredNJ | y
and standards of behaviour by Israel. In a report published dm\dril 2010 Reporters Without

Bordersreleased a statement in whichd R S LJ 2 NB &ncyloKpsessTraadmaddolations by the

Israel Defence Forces, which routinely fire on Palestinian journalists... The incidents continue with
O2YLJX SGS AYLdzyAtGedéd ¢KS aGFGSYSyld O2yliAydzSRZI 4
less still, disowed by the superiors, who endorse the use of violence against media personnel. It is
GAYS GKAACKIRPIIBRPOARSYy(a¢ SEGSYR (2 NBLRNIA
accosted, threatened, beaten, strgearched, detained at checkpoints, arrestadd, in the most

extreme and despicable of cases, killed.

The Committee to Protect Journaliges New Yorbased freedom of the press organisation) has been

so concerned recently that it wrote an opégtter to Ehud Baraklsraeli Minister of Defence) on 10

al NOK wHnmn SELINBaaAy3a GKS FLOG GKIFG AdGa YSYo SN

violations in the West Bank, gluding detentions, censorship, harassment and physical attacks by
LANI StA d2ft RASNER® 2SS | al GKIFIG @2dz Syadz2NE GKI G
gK2 | NB F2dzyR (2 KI WBe et nererd, GnioSghdthed incidés talittie Peyeat d ¢
shooting of Nidal Ishtieh, a photographer for the Xinhua news agency, who was shot with rubber
bullets as he tried to cover a confrontation between Israeli settlers and local villagers in the occupied

West Bank.

The Palestinian Centre for Development and Media Freedoms (Mepéited on the detention of a

busload of 50 journalists on™7Feb 2010 and provided an extensive list of other abuses against

journalists throughout the year, including a list of those injured and kiN&hy journalists haveeen
killed by the Israeli army over the years while trying to report on stories in Israel and the OPTs. This

includes, inter alia, the following:



http://en.rsf.org/israel-palestinian-journalists-repeatedly-01-04-2010,36916.html
http://en.rsf.org/israel-palestinian-journalists-repeatedly-01-04-2010,36916.html
http://en.rsf.org/israel-palestinian-journalists-repeatedly-01-04-2010,36916.html
http://cpj.org/
http://cpj.org/2010/03/cpj-alarmed-by-spate-of-idf-attacks-on-journalists.php
http://www.madacenter.org/Ann.R.2009.MFV.doc
http://cpj.org/killed/mideast/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territory/
http://cpj.org/killed/mideast/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territory/

1 &Mr [James] Miller a Britishcameraman filming a documentary on the effect of terrorism on

children for the American cable station HBO, was shot dead in Rafah, in Gaday2003]...
an eyewitness who was with Mr Miller claims that they were waving a white flag and moving
towardsg L&NJ St A | N¥2dz2NBR GSKAOE S 6KSYy Al 2LISy ¢

1 dNazih Darwazeha Palestinian cameraman working with the Associated Press Television

News, was shot in the head at serange while filming clashes between Palestinian youths
and Israeli troops in central Nablus on 19 April 2003. Eyewitnesses claimed that Mr Darwazeh

gl & aK20G RSEAOSNI PSte o0& Fy LaNIStA a2t RASNI

1 Fadel Shanaaa Palestinian journalist working for Reuters, was killed&hApril 2008 after
an lIsraeli missile hit his vehicle that was clearly marked PRESS. His killoapdersned by
the Director Genereof UNESCO, Koichiro Matsuura.

f aLdl f Al yRaf2gedelifllbAcdodliiig to reports, on 13 March [2002] Mr Ciriello, a

freelance photojournalist working for the ItalianitlaCorriere della Sera, was shot six times in

the chest by an Israeli tarkounted machine gun while covering the takeover of the West

byl OAadGe °2F wl YFfEfIl Kpg

1 Basel Faraja cameraman for Aljazeera TV network ENTV, was killed during an Israeli air strike
on 6" January 2009. His killing was condemned by many including the Director General of

UNESCO, Koichiro Matsuura, who made a point of emphasisirf@etheity Council Resolution

1738 which forbids attacks against journalists in conflict situations (as well as media

equipment and installations.)

This is a deplorable state of affairs which journalists are being killed and assaulted in the line of
duty. A quick perusal of the headlines over the last few months on websites such as the International
Freedom of Expression eXchange (IFHB¥Yvs that this pattern of aggression agaijmirnalists is by
y2 YSIya &at26Ay3d R26y D 9 EI YISevéndjourBalists asseilfed i



http://www.wan-press.org/article1175.html?var_recherche=israel
http://www.wan-press.org/article1175.html?var_recherche=israel
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=26648&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.wan-press.org/article19.html?var_recherche=israel
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=28011&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2006/sc8929.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2006/sc8929.doc.htm
http://www.ifex.org/palestine/2010/03/11/seven_journalists_assaulted/

Jerusalem and Hebrén 8B March 2010; they were shot, beatefkicked, had their equipment
aYFaKSR YR 6SNB (KSylsréekhi&s dit&RiwcfidlihafistsinéaSRamaliad | 0 T
24" a | NDK doumalish drested, others shot while covering protésts 8 Apdl 2010). There

are many, many more.

Attempts to cover up the deaths of all foreigners in the conflict zone are nothing new. The killing in
2003 of a young American member of the International Solidarity Movement (ISM), Rachel Corrie, for
example, was steeped in controversy and convoluted attempts to obstruct the truth coming out.
Similarly, there seems to be a total lack of willingness tmiolup on reports of any Israeli attacks

against journalists, be they Palestinian or foreign. For example, accordifgporters Without

Borders

G¢KS CNBYyOK 22 dzN®, lacokréspondent NditieITY &atidn TEEA vikk

injured on 15 May 2001 in Ramallah. Three different TV crews videotaped the shooting.

You can see an Israeli border guard get out of his vehicle, calmly adjust his firearm and,

with a cigarette in his mouthgpen fire with real bullets at an angle likely to hit people in

the head or upper body. Aguirre, who had just finished filming a stgmdvas hit full in

the chest. Fortunately, the bullet was just stopped by his flack jacket. The police internal
investigations section, which is responsible for investigating breaches by the frontier

police, asked Aguirre to cooperate with them and promised to carry out the most

thorough investigation possible. Contacted two years later by Reporters Without

Borders, Aguirréi F AR KS gl a WRAAlFILILRAYGSR odzi y2id a&dz
GSYl y28KSNBE® WC2dzNJ Y2y (Ka f-lind|Sitedsayihgthe{ SLIJI SY o
OFrasS KIFIR 0SSy Oft2aSR FT2NJ 01 2F SOARSYyOS®Q
hF R A1 SR F2NX» WL 3+ @S GKSY GKS F N¥Y2dzZNBR LJX I i
G2 3AINBS G2 aLlsSlI{e® 'YR L RARYQlH FAE{S Fye O2°

realised there was no desire to carry out an investigation to a properfcozé A% y ® Q ¢



http://www.ifex.org/palestine/2010/03/24/journalists_assaulted/
http://www.ifex.org/palestine/2010/04/13/covering_protests/
http://en.rsf.org/spip.php?page=article&id_article=7662
http://en.rsf.org/spip.php?page=article&id_article=7662

The targeting of journalists with violence may not immediately appear to come under the traditional
banner of censorship. Censorship seems too passive and docile a word to cover such acts of violence
and brutality. However, if you consider tliefinition of censorship in its wider sense, to include the
suppression of information and any acts intended to prevent the dissemination of certain
information, then assaulting or killing journalists who have that information in their possession, or
who are in the process of gathering such information, is surely censorship taken to its most brutal and

lethal extreme.

Surprisingly, this aspect of Israeli censorship, which goes far beyond the realms of acceptable
censorship levels, receives very littteedia attention. This could be understandable if it only related

to the killing and maiming of Palestinian journalists. After all, as terrible as it may be, the reality of the
situation is that Palestinians are abused and killed by Israeli forces alhbeand their deaths rarely,

if ever, make it into the mainstream news. However, this affects-Ralestinian journalists as well.

We are talking about the intimidation and abuse of an entire profession, regardless of race, gender or
religion, and it is the for journalists working in Israel and the OPTs to be offered the protection that
they need in order for them to cover stories on both sides of the conflict without fear of serious
physical harm or death. If this protection is not offered to them bydkride occupying power, then it

is natural to ask what Israel is afraid of. If Israel and its security forces are not doing anything illegal,
why attack journalists covering their actions? Why not let them do their jobs, report on the facts
safelyandthggy f S GKS GARSNI AYGSNYIFdGA2ylf O2YYdzyAaide

on the cold, hard, objective facts?

2. Banning journalists from entering certain newsworthy areas

G¢CKS | AfE 2F {KIFIYSE

Probably the most infamous recent example of ttseaeli authorities preventing journalists from

doing their job by barring them from entering a newsworthy area was the prohibition of all reporters

FNRY SYydSNAyYy3I DFITF RdzZNAYy3a LaNIStQa YAt AGIQNE



January 209. According to plan, hundreds of journalists were unable to report on the Israel
massacre of more than 1,400 Palestinians, -tmed of them children, as it was taking place. As a

result of their deliberate physical exclusion, the reporters could ne¢ gyewitness accounts of the
STFSOGa 2F 6KAGS LIK2aLIK2NRdza |a AdG o0dz2NYySR AGa
OF YSNI & 6SNB y20 oftS G2 OFLWNdNE GKS LIAY |yR
children in their arms. All #y could do was wait with their media colleagues, bored, frustrated,
RS2SOGSR YR AYLRGSYG F YAES 2N g2 lgle FNRY
3 GKSNBR 2y | ySINbeé KAffX gKAOK OFYS é&2thedS (Y
telescopic lenses to get as close as possible to the devastation in Gaza City. They could only report as
RAAGlIYG 20aSNWSNE 2y (GKS L) dzvySa 2F avyz2intdel a Gl
FAIKGSNI F ANDNF Fi FanknoviggTidvell thar forithie Kilizén$§ of thd GataSip i 2
living under the Israelimposed blockade, there was nowhere to run.

Instead of filing copy detailing the numerous human rights abuses being perpetrated against the
Palestinians in Gaza, too manews reports at that time were like th@BC Newsem which began:
GhdzNJ  OS NBLRZ2NISNI FAf Sa (KGaza ldalefldsthe frusfdionKRiea LI G
IyR KA& O2ftftSF3dzS&a FI 0SS GKSNBHF RIé@ Ay FYyR RI& :

This was an extreme form of censorship. As British j@listJon SnowNS LI2 NI SR & GKS
Kl a ySOSNI 0SSy a¥% D2SEXISHSY SR o6 KINBREDAzNY | £ A &0 &
consequenes of Hamas attacks, but no direct access to the carnage resulting from the Israeli assault
2y DIFETlé¢d LG sla 2yfe gKSy (GKS oly éla ftAFAISR
that they were able to see the full effect of the devastatiagsault and resultant carnage for

themselves.



http://blogs.abcnews.com/theworldnewser/2009/01/mideast-war-our.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/tv-radio/gaza-war-from-a-distance-1419147.html

The Committee to Protect Journalistes among the hundreds of groups and organisations to speak

outagainstldr St Qa NBaAGIGNAROGA2yad LG LRAYGSR 2dzi GKFG 0

Gddd 02 itérvitio@aSIggal Rrinciples. The Johannesburg Principles on National

Security, Freedom of Expression and Access to Information of 1995, an amalgam of

general principles of interational law and customary international law, states that

R OSNYyYSyia wylre y2i SEOfdzRRS 22dNYy I fAdGaddd T
armed conflict except where their presence would pose a clear risk to the safety of

20 KSNAR®Q ¢ Kt§he burdev of derRofstraiirfg lthe validity of the restriction

rests with the governmentThe blanket ban instituted by Israel in November 2008, which

remained in effect largely uninterrupted until January 23, 2009, did not meet this

Al YR NRdDé

TheGoldstone Reporalso looked briefly into this issue as part of the-tisindated investigation into

the Israeli attack on Gaza. Acknowledging that the baemsally began on Novembef"®008 (in

preparation for the Israeli attack) the Report states:

G¢CKS ardaaArzy OFry TFAYR y2 2dzaiAFAIofS NBlFaz2y
journalists and international human rights monitors aides the investigaand wide

public reporting of the conduct of the parties to the conflict and their presence can

inhibit misconduct. The Mission observes that Israel, in its actions against political

activists, NGOs and the media, has attempted to reduce public sgrafints conduct

both during its military operations in Gaza and the consequences that these operations

had for the residents of Gaza, possibly seeking to prevent investigation and public

NB LJ2 NI A Y Fp35ifard.NBR v ¢

G¢KS RSYALlf 2GazaYaSdRie kontinung Geaial of AcBess to human rights
Y2YAU2NB FNBX Ay GKS aAradaarzyQa @GASgzs Ly |Gl
actions in the OPT from public scrutiny and to impede investigations and reporting of the

conduct of the partiesint® O2y Ff A OG A[p528iipears. 10] T I { G NR LIbé



http://cpj.org/2009/04/cpj-urges-israel-to-examine-gaza-limits-military-s.php
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/docs/UNFFMGC_Report.pdf

Restrictions on access for journalists

This unprecedented level of censorship, as universally condemned as it was, occurred during a
military assault and may therefore be seen by some as an exceptiooainstance, imposed for the

good of the journalists themselves, as condescending as that may be. However, similar bans and
physical restrictions continue to be imposed by Israel on a daily basis all over the area where no such
justification, however feebleexists. For instance, there is a militamyposed ban on all Israeli citizens
preventing them from even visiting the Occupied Palestinian Territories let alone reporting on events
taking place there. The illegal settlers across the West Bank and J&fusale2 ¥ O2 dzZNES S K|
2yfteé¢ NRIFIRa G2 3SG G2 YR FTNRY (GKSANI O2t2yASa
visiting the OPTSs.

I OO2NRAY3A (2 wWSLE2NISNA 2A0K2dzi . 2NRSNBRI d4aLaN
OccupiedPalestinian Territories obstructs the work of its journalists aiulates press freedofr®

When reporters like Israeli citizeAmira HasK | S Sy iSNBR GKS aSySye 4GS

arrested (December 2008 and May 2009) and banned frosmiey.

Similarly, Palestinian journalistshw live in the West Bank find themselves banned from accessing
many areas. They often find themselves stopped at checkpoints for hours or held outside an area
where protests, house demolitions, the arrest of children and other newsworthy events are taking
place. It is only after the Israeli human rights violations have been carried out that jourmadigtise

let through.

It is quite understandable that Israel does not want journalists reporting on its campaign to arrest
Palestinian children or the intermnal shooting of international volunteers or the bulldozing of
Palestinian homes; but just because the Israelis do not want the world to witness these violations

does not give them the right to prevent journalists from covering these stories as theplate



http://en.rsf.org/israel-newspaper-reporter-arrested-as-she-13-05-2009,33055.html
http://en.rsf.org/israel-newspaper-reporter-arrested-as-she-13-05-2009,33055.html

Similar restrictions on the access of journalists apply to Gaza as well. The Goldstone Report states that
GLANI StA OAGATSyas AyOftdRAYy3I 22dNyIFfAaiar Kl @
6 RdzOUA2Y AY wHnnc DHaFa D8] Ih Rict, {thEskaéliAPinkeéMmister'sJDffice =

websiteNEYAYRA& F2NBAIYy 22dzNyFfAada GKIFG Ang pras@t | (A 2
AY GKS | NBIF gAGK2dzi | LINRPLISNI PISN¥YAG +taz O2yai’

~

LaN)} StQa 2y3a2Ay3 o60t201F+RS 2F DIFITI Aa Fy20KSNJ Y
compounds the horrors of what is taking place inside the besieged. &tripeported atrocities are
occurringnot simply behind closed doors bubehind closed borderst 4 N2 OA 1A S&d 6 KA OK
MPp YAffAZ2Y LIS2LX S® LANISEtQa 2y3I2Ay3 aAS3IS 2F |
G h LIS NI { A 2 yThe dssauit of tielcifzén® of Gaza did not end after 22 days but continues to
this day in a most menacing and inhumane form of mass imprisonment. Children are dying of
treatable medical conditions, including many types of cancer, in the most torturodidarrific way
AAYLX @ 0SOlFdzaS (GKSe OFyy2dG 3SG 00Saa G2 YSRA
blockade, and yet no cameras are there to record their slow and painful death. Amnesty International
has reported that about 95% of the water {@aza is unfit for human consumption and yet no
environmentalists or researchers can go in for themselves to chart the devastating effect this has on
the people, their animals or the land itself. Israel is imprisoning one and a half million people and
restricting access in the hopes that the world at large will remain ignorant about the atrocities it is
carrying out on a daily basis. Out of sight out of mind is the intention behind the policy and, for the
most part, it is effective. People are largely unagvaf the conditions facing Palestinians in the Gaza

Strip because journalists and researchers have such limited access.

3. Expulsion of journalists unsympathetic to Israel

¢KS / KAST 9y3IfAEK 9RAG2NI 2F alQly bSga SELIStt SH

The Jewish YSNA OF'y 22dzNy I f AaG WFENBR alfaiAys gKz2 Aa
FNRY LANISE AYy WIHydzrNE wnmn FFGSNI oSAy3a RSO

PP


http://www.pmo.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/AF724F93-93CD-4057-8902-2625CA355A8E/0/REVOCATIONRULES.doc
http://www.pmo.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/AF724F93-93CD-4057-8902-2625CA355A8E/0/REVOCATIONRULES.doc

a report by the Britistindex on Censorshipis stated that while the Israeli authorities gave numerous

NEFrazya FT2Nl y20 tSGdAy3a aNWP alfaixy Ayz | 0O02NRA:
inrelatoni 2 KA a AYGSNNRIIFIGAZ2Y AG A& OftSIFEN GKIG dGal f
G2N] ¢ ¢KS AYGSNNRIFGA2Y NBLER2NI NBOSIHf SR GKIFGzZ

his personal website in his C\i he states that he has lem covering events in the Palestinian

Authority for the past year and seven months... Further search brought up articles in which he covers
SPgSyia Ay GKS GSNNAG2NASAE FTNRBY | GASGgLIRAYylG ONR
beacritc¥ LANI St Qa LIRtAOASa (2 06S o6lFlyySR FNRY GKS

West Bank as well.

The International Press InstitutBirector, David Dadgesaid at the timeda ¢ KS Ly G SNYF (A 2

Institute is troubled by the possibility that the Israeli authorities have detained and will deport Jared
Malsin because they dislike the éd2 NA I £ L}2f AOASa |4 al Qly bSga
recognize that the right of press freedom applies to all journalists, not just to reporters who write
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4. Military censorship

Having looked at a few of the more brutal and draconian methods by which the Israeli authorities
obstruct and control the flow of information coming out of Israel and the OPTSs, it is important to look
at some of the more passive, but no less ominous, foohgensorship employed by the Israeli

authorities.

What form of official censorship is employed in Israel? Like most things in the Jewish state, the
censorship system is heavily bureaucratic and military in nature. Every journalist working in Israel
must first beaccredited by thelsraeli Government Press Offic&ranting accreditation is entirely
RAAONBGAZ2Y I NE YR OFy Gl 1S dzLJ G2 Rbles rdgarding dards OO 2

and certificates for journalists, press technicians and media assidtant§ /  NR& | YR / S NI



http://www.indexoncensorship.org/2010/01/israel-paslestine-jared-maslin/
http://www.freemedia.at/press-room/public-statements/mena/listview/4671%20/
http://www.freemedia.at/regions/mena/singleview/4671/
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMOEng/PM%2BOffice/Departments/GPO.htm
http://www.pmo.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/4BFCE83A-151E-461B-9AAA-0D72EF1879EF/0/RevisedandFinalPressCardRequirementsandapplicationforms.doc
http://www.pmo.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/4BFCE83A-151E-461B-9AAA-0D72EF1879EF/0/RevisedandFinalPressCardRequirementsandapplicationforms.doc

be given to residents or citizens ehemy statesor to aresident of an area which is in an armed
O2y Tt A00 6AGK GKS { i!IYiSis, gaturally, extliddd tHousan8s\oLjdfiinalistsa | |
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authorities, even once accredited all interviews, articles, reports and film made which may in any way
NBfFGS G2 LaANISEA adlrdS aSOdaNRAGE Ydzad 3I2 GKNRo
hTFAOS Of S| defisérship i§ b furtion di #é ISraelisDefence Forces and not thebt8PO

I LILJ- NBTidiMiligady Censor is interested in information relating to the security of the State of
Israel. All journalists applying faccreditation of Government Press Office cards are requested to sign
a form whereby they undertake to abide by the rules of the Military Censor which are designed to
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With all the elements of a big brother state, Emmy awaiidning film makerTom Hayesxplains
that:
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every foreign call that involves discussion of #iation, every tape, and every reel of
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out of the country.

,2dz OFyQd Of SIFINJ 82dzNJ YIFGSNAIf oAG o6& oAGD® D
O2dzy UNEX &2dz KIFI@S (2 LIKeaAOlFffte RNI3I GKS ONJ
soldiers @cide if it stays or leaves. All your work, all the risks and sacrifices contained in
those crates, comes down to that moment. They can do anything they want, from seizing

the entire heap, to screening the material frame by frame. They have guns.

Every stoy you see on television has been through this process, although the networks

rarely acknowledge it. The chronic failure to inform viewers and listeners that material


http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMOEng/PM+Office/Departments/GPO.htm
http://www.ifamericansknew.org/media/info_blockade.html




