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Middle East Monitor and Friends of AdgsaParliamentary delegation to the West Bank
and Israel

The Delegation

In an attempt to explore the current situation of Palestinians living inside Israel and the occupied West
Bank, the Middle East Monitor (MEMO) and Friends cAdda organised a smallagiamentary
delegation to the region. The delegation toured some of the most troubled hotspots in the area,
including Silwan where at least 88 Palestinian houses are currently subject to Israeli demolition orders;
Hebron where lIsraeli militarisation anckter violence has devastated the neighbourhood; and the
Negev Desert in Israel where the Palestinian Bedouin are subjected to efforts to wipe them and their
villages off the map.

The programme was intense and fgsiced and highlighted the many and \eti ways by which

t I f SAGAYAlLYa FFOS AYOGAYARFGA2Y o0& GKS LaNIStA N
FFTFSOGUSR 6@ LaAN)}StQa 200dzZLdr GA2y T GKNRdzZZIK | NB A G N
the demolition of Pastinian homes; the arrest and interrogation of children; the racist apartsgjte
checkpoints; the illegal apartheid wall; and many other oppressive measures used by Israel to subjugate
a people under occupation. This journey brought home to the deleggtist how urgent it is for the

international community to mobilise itself and bring the occupation to an end.

In addition to meeting with local Palestinians and hearing about their daily struggles under the
occupation the delegation also met with bo#hides of the Palestinian political spectrum, including
members and representatives of Fatah and Hamas.

The delegation consisted of British members of parliament Mr Jeremy Corbyn (Labour party) and Mr
Andrew Slaughter (Labour Party), accompanied by Seiilas (columnist and Associate Editor of the
Guardian), Jenny Ousbey (journalist) and Dr Hanan Chehata (Press Officer for the Middle East Monitor).
It took place between ¢ 9" November and was coordinated by Lubna Masarwa.
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Delegates anc&iccompanying members
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Seumas MilngColumnist and Associate Editor of the Guardia) Jenny Ousbey, Journalist

Dr Hanan ChehatéPress Officer for the Middle East Monitor) Lubna Masarwa;, Delegation ceordinator
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DAY ONE
ISRAEL

Umm ektFahm

Umm etFahm Municipali meeting

Our journey began with a series iweetings with Palestinians (Israélfabs) living in Israel; Palestinians
make up around one fifth of the total population of the Zionist state.

Having followed news reports in the weeks leading up to our visit of violent clashes between Israeli
police amd local Palestinians we went to Ummkdhm, a Palestinian city in Israel, to find out what had
caused the latest flarep.

In our meeting with Mr Khaled Hamdan, the major of the Umnkaim Municipality, and several
official representatives of the Islammovement in Israel, he explained that over the last few months
there have been several demonstrations led by the Chairman of the National Jewish Front, Baruch
Marzel. In the most recent event, on 2Dctober, violence broke out following extreme provtioa by

I NUdzZOKQ& 3INRdzL) FyR (GKS L&aNI}StA LREAOS 4KAOK IO
Palestinians being injured and dozens arrested

Extreme rightiwing Marzel and his followers claim to have been protesting against Unffatehbeing

GKS OSYyuGuNB 2F GKS LatFrYAO Y20SYSyd Ay L&ANXStxz O
why they protested outside the home of Sheikh Raed Salah, the leader of the Islamic movement in
Israel. Marzel has made it clear that he wamtsmake the Islamic movement illegal and wants it
branded as a terrorist body

lf K2dZAK al NJ St Qa 3INRdzL) 6 a YIRS dzLJ 2F 2yfeé& o
FNY¥SR LaNI}StA LREtAOS |yR YAf AlGobnNAS ninyitesiosso, it TAStA f
Israel approximately $1,100,000

P
S

The mayor explained that Umm-Eahm is a welcoming city and that they have no problem with their
Jewish neighbours generally but that on this occasion his council had asked that theseigstresnbe
allowed to demonstrate in such a provocative manner. Nevertheless, the Israeli court did not listen to
their request and the Zionist procession was given permission to go ahead. As the crowds gathere
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mayor himself used a megaphone to urgeal residents not to react and to stay calm in the face of
provocation from almost one and a half thousand soldiers; however, moments later the soldiers began

to attack the civilians. Among those injured in the fray were some elderly people; the mayselhivas

shot in the leg; and Haneen Zoabi (a Palestinian member of the Israeli Knesset) was targeted,
RSt AOSNIGSte | OO2NRAYy3 (2 KSNE YR aK2dG Ay GKS
dza FANBRGZEé Ay aaaisS RiersyikdviliaG Blothing afsB heyedas lageMs: pfoYosatedr2 f R
and mixed with the crowd, inciting violent reactions before arresting the offengaumg Palestinians.

Mr. Hamdan and his colleagues told us that in their opinion this type of demonstrati@dsihder the

pretext of opposing the Islamic movement but that in reality it is just part of a larger plan to create
tension and ultimately to justify the transfer of all Palestinians out of Israel and into the Palestinian
Authority areas. Such a transfeould not only be a violation of international and humanitarian law but

Al ¢2dAZ R fa2 oS dzyl OOSLIiFotS G2 GKS yrFraGA@S tI .
The Jews came to occupy us, not the other way around. We consider evehtasthis as their way of

GNF AyAy3 (G2 SELISt dza |ttt Ay GKS 7Fdzi dzNB o¢

This was not the only time during the trip that we learnt of fears that Israel is working towards the
SPSyildz-f GNIXYYyAaTFSNI 2F GKS SydANB t I &ar&50,000yesidenfs LI2 LI
inUmmelCl KY¢ aNJ I FYRFY G2fR dzasx aodzi GKS LJ2LJdz | A
LaN} St 348554 2dzNJ OSNE SEAAGSYOS Ia | GKNBFG®dé ¢K
Palestinians out of Israekad to be the rhetoric of the extreme right, it is now part of mainstream Israeli
discourse and an entrenched feature of Jewlstaeli thought. Palestinian citizens of Israel are called a
GaidNF §S3IA0 RIFEYISNE 2N | &RSY 2 Rddks laljaikhsd Palestiniais aie2 Y 0
becoming more frequent and more intense. Whether it is manifested in the provocation of riots such as
that at Umm elFahm, or the widespread arrest of Palestinian human rights activists, or the way that
Palestinian Knesset @ambers, such as Haneen Zoabi, are being targeted, or the highly controversial
LANF StA aftz2elftaeée tlgazs 2N lye ydzYoSNI 2F 20 KSNJI J
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Dr Jamal ZahalkaPalestinian Knesset member

Dr Jamal Zahalka (L-R) Andy, Jamakeumas, Jenny

We met with Palestinian Knesset member Dr Jamal Zahalka in his office in Kaf#lill@Qgea We spent a

lot of time talking about the problems that face the Palestinian citizens of Israel. Every single aspect of
their daily lives is haunted by the occupation, he told us, whether it is in relation to education, land
entitlement or healthare services; the Palestinian people suffer from discrimination at every possible
level and are treated worse than seconldss citizens.

Janan AbduMakhoul ¢ (Wife of Palestinian political prisoner Ameer Makhoul)

==
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Janan AbduMakhoul (L-R) Andy, Janan, Jeremy and Hanan ie tlakhoul family home

There have been numerous reports in recent years about an Israeli crackdown against human rights
activists and organisations in Israel so we were interested to meet the wife of one of the most notable

recent political prisonersJanan AbduMakhoulis the wife ¢ Palestinian human rights activist Ameer

al {1 K2dz 6K2 Aad y2¢ | LINAa2ySNI 2F GKS LaNl}StAao
her own right, Janan is a séfSa ONA O SR G FSYAyAad I Ol A-whieadsian art y R
theralLJA &G FyR a20Alf 62NJ SN KStLIAYy3I @A0GAYA 2F (

her efforts are now directed towards a campaign seeking justice for Ameer.
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{KS SELXIAYSR (KIFIG KSN Kdzaol yR A& ( KfbinitybasedS Od 2 N
organisations made up of arour@b Palestinian NGOs within Israel. He is also the chairman of the Public
Committee for the Defence of Political Freedoms (working within the framework of the High Fdfiow

Arab Committee for Palestinians indst - an important Arab unification organisation). He is a well

known activist for Palestinian human rights, taking part in conferences frequently, both locally and
internationally. Writing, as he did, about the issue of Palestinian refugees; the Baypoastment and
Sanctions (BDS) movement against Israel; a one state solution and suchlike, he became an increasingly
LJ2 LJddzf | NJ LJdzof AO FAIdzNB FYyRX a4 WHYlLY YR Ylyeée 20f

' YSSNI 614X KAA SATFS (2fR A Zc @R ARNVE LIWIRRE TABNYNER C
prolonged predawn raid by Israeli police and armed security agents. The Makhoul family home was
raided and Ameer was taken away as his wife and two daughters, Hind and Huda (13 and 17), looked on.
AfterbeingK St R Ay O02YYdzyAOFR2X ! YSSNR& fFg@8SNARZ 6K2 |
that he looked extremely pale and tired and that he would not make eye contact with them, despite
having been out of touch with everyone for weeks. He eventually tteden that he had been tortured
GKAfalG Ay LANIStA Odzadi2Red ¢KAa faz2 SYSNHSR Rd:
that they did not allow her husband to sleep for a period of more than 36 hours (some reports say 72
hours) during whik he underwent norstop interrogation

Ameer also believes that he was drugged during the initial interrogation stages. He knows there was
something very wrong with him. Janan told us that there were times when he could not even remember
what his wife ancchildren looked like. He asked in those early days to be given a blood test so that he
would later be able to prove that he had been drugged but the prison doctors (in the company of his
interrogators) refused point blank. This also came out at hisdridlthe judge apparently supported the

LINAR A2y Qa RSOAAAZ2Y y20 (2 lfft2 KAY (2 KI@S KAA
drugged.

According to Janan, Ameer also claims to have been tortured physically during his interrogation. He
describedhaving his legs and arms wrenched backwards and tied to his low chair. His head was forced
oFO1%IFNRa |a ¢Sttt O6Ay (GKS y202NAR2dza aakKlol | LI2a
to sign a statement in which he had to confess to chaajesspionage, spying for Hezbollah and passing
information to the enemy during times of war.

' YSSNDRa Of FAY GKIFG KS 2yfeé O2y¥FSaasSR (2 GKS OKlI
detention facility is part of a wider pattern of Israalbuse of prisoners. There is no doubt that Israel is
JENYSNAY3I | NBLMziFGA2y F2NJ 02NIdzZNSP LaNI St A Kdzy
since 2001, 645 complaints have been filed regarding Israeli methods of interrogation; noteaosiag

of which has been followedp by the Israeli authorities.

Beyond his confession, which is now widely accepted to have been extracted by torture, there is not a
aAy3afS AKNBR 2F S@OARSYOS |3 Ayad ! YSSNietagpddK 2 dzf c
phone calls that we made since Mar@®09, of which they [the Israeli authorities] have all the

OGN yaONRLIGasE (GKS LINRPASOdziAzy O2dz R y20 FTAYR ye
FAFAYyad ! YSSNI Kdzy3 dzIAay oKKRE IEBRT SRANS2 Va2 RRSKIALISKNT
WEYLFY &FAR® a!yitAlS .NARGFEAY 2N GKS ' {Z Ay L&NIS

4

SYSNBSa (KIG (GKS& gSNB (G2NIdzZNBR Ayd2 3IAQAey3 A
information Israel accuses her husband of passing to Hezbollah is available online and so is hardl
matter of state security.
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Having been forced to confess and facing a life sentence, Ameer was forced to plea bargain with the
state; he has now confesddo some of the charges laid against him in order to avoid such a lengthy
term in prison. He will be sentenced on 5th December 2010 and having already been found guilty his
sentence is likely to be-T0 years.

Although the case of Ameer Makhoul is araeple of an alleged gross miscarriage of justice, he is but
one man, albeit a symbol of the thousands of other Palestinian men, women and indeed children who
are being held on false charges (or no charges at all) in Israeli jails. Working on issues teetagiman

rights, political matters and civil liberty issues makes you a target for the Israeli authorities, particularly
if you are Palestinian. Today Ameer is the target, tomorrow it could be any of the other thousands of
Palestinians who are working rfdhuman rights within Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories
(OPT). Meeting Janan and hearing about the persecution of her husband (and now Qesiselhas
received many threatening phone calls and letters since his arrest) drove home the negehto make

Israel more accountable for its actions. The Israeli prison system must be much more transparent; it
should stop its weltlocumented (and legally sanctioned) torture of detainees, and abide by
international laws regarding their treatment. Aresty International and other human rights
2NBFIyAadl GA2ya KI@S OFtfSR F2NJ FdaGdSyadAaz2y G2 oS ol
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Day Two
OCCUPIED EAST JERUSALEM

Silwang Al-Bustan Solidarity Tent

On the second day of the visit, the delegation travelle®tiovan, one of the biggest towns in occupied
East Jerusalem, located to the south of the Old City. In 2002 the {mdelerusalem municipality
decided to demolish ABustan neighbourhood in Silwan. It has since issued orders to demolish at least
88 homes in AlBustan, home to more than 1000 people, under the pretext that this land is part of the
ancient city of Biblical King David. This ancient claim is being used in an attempt to justify Israeli
breaches of international law and the forced eviction @d3tinian families from their homes and
demolition of their properties. The Israelis intend to build a King David Theme Park on this land.

Silwang Al-Bustan is the large neighbourhood at the foot of this hill

We went to meet some of the locaksidents in the solidarity tent set up in-Blustan. The tent was
Satlof AaKSR o0& GKS LIS2LXS 2F {Afgly lo2dzi (62
neighbourhood. It has been visited by thousands of people since then, all of whom dvareeta show
their support for the people of Silwan. Visitors have included NGO representatives, politicians,
ambassadors and human rights activists. Recent visitors includéSeRresident Jimmy Carter and
former Irish Preislent Mary Robinson.
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We were jofy SR Ay GKS GSyid o0& WFHYIf W2YIQF 0GKS KSIF
representatives of the popular committee of the neighbourhood including Fakhri Abu Diab (the head of
the popular committee) and local residents Aida Rishg and Sheikh Mus&mena.

) _ .
Wiings e L
e T o St bt e o
ey e L ' Vu..'g“‘u-‘

b

B TR P p—
Setd gunin

In the solidarity tent we were shown a map of the area with the region marked for demolition delineated clearly. On the grdias a box of
used gas cannisters and shell casings that settlers and police have fired rgcatritbcalPalestnian residents.

According to estimates, about 70% of the inhabitants of the neighbourhood are women and children. As
such, we asked to hear from one of the women directly affected by the Israeli assault on the area and
we were introduced to Aid&ishqg (Umm Yusuf), a mother of seven. Aida explained that she was born on
this land and has lived here all her life and yet her home is one of the 88 targeted for demolition. She
said that the Israeli municipality issued demolition orders to homes-Budian with no thought or care

as to where those families will go once their homes have been destroyed. No real compensation is being
offered, she added; their human rights are being violated and r@ismloing anything to stop it.

Aida claimed that the tleat to their homes is putting an incredible strain on families irBédtan,
especially the children. She said that mothers send their children off to school in the morning afraid that
they may not come home in the evening as they may have been arregttdteldsraeli authorities, even

if they are only 9, 10 or 11 years old, an increasingly frequent occurrence. Aida said that young children
are targeted regularly by the Israeli police and army in order to scare them and try to break their spirits.
She toldus that she makes her children sleep in their clothes because she is afraid that the authorities
gAtft O2YS Ay (GUKS RSIR 2F yAIKG FYyR aGal1ARYLFLE G
children suffer from sleeping problems and Aida is oftevken at night by the sounds okh children
having nightmares.
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Another fear for Aida is the constant threat and related terror that comes with being surrounded by
illegal Jewish settlers; she is always worried about attacks. One day, she said, sedtlens\ad into

the neighbourhood and ever since, due to their acts of aggression against local Palestinians, she and
other residents can no longer move about freely. She is too scared to go for a walk or to go to the local
shops for fear of a settler attack

Sheikh Musa Abu Snena related how his 10 year old son has been arrested 4 times and that two of his
children have been in jail since June. He told us that he sleeps in his clothes because the last time he was
arrested he was paraded through the streetshis underwear and tada to jail for interrogation.

The delegation was told that there are around 50,000 residents in Silwan (according to local Palestinian
figures) and yet since 1967 only around 100 licences have been granted for them to develop their
homes. The illegal settlers, on the other hand, of whom there are only about 400 (often from America or
Britain and with no historic or blood ties to the land), have free rein to take overdmwelop any
property they like.

Ultimately, the local Palestians have agreed not to leave their homes, partly because they have
nowhere else to go and partly to stand up for their rights to stay on the land on which they have lived
since before the Israeli state was even created in 1948.

In the last three yearthe situation has reached the point where Palestinians all over Israel and the OPT
are being told to tear down their own homes and if they do not do it, they are charged by the Israeli
authorities for the costs of the Israelis demolishing them; the costdaround NIS100,000 (New Israeli
Shekelsl t Y240 PonInnno® a¢KSe& akreé (GKIG ¢S INB GKS |
1 6dz 5A062 alyR &@S4 LANY St KlFa |fNBlIReé RSaiNReSR
15,000h&rSa Ay WSNYzAF £ SY f2yS I NBE OdzNNBydf e dzy RSNJ i
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Sheikh Musa showed us the key to his family home and pointed out where his family home stands... far now

Israel claims that these houses are illegal as they were built without a permit but Bakhthat some

of the houses were built before 1967, some in the 1970s and some in the 80s, and no one told them not
G2 0dAftR® ! FOSNIFEEZ AG 6Fa GKSANIfIFIYR® a2Ke y2,
2dzNJ K2dzaSa R2oyKéE KS alSRo

TKS NBLINBaSyalraraodSa ¢S YSi o0StASOS (GKIG GKAA A&
as the government tries to rid the city of its native Palestinian population.

Tour of AlBustan

After leaving the solidarity tent we went for a toof AFBustan and saw some of the homes threatened
with destruction. Although the demolition orders have already been issued there has been no timetable

given to the residents. As such, the entire community lives in constant fear that Isradtizait ca roll
in at any time.
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One resident showed us his home. He told us that his mother had lived there all her life before him and
he showed us the very spot where he was born. He said that he had nowhere else to go and that when
the bulldozers came heauld prefer to stay inside his home and die rather than leave his birthplace and
the only home he and his family have ever known.

One of the residents of ABustan- One of the houses which has already been destroyed i tanis
Fakhri Abu Diab (Head of the Populs a stark reminder of what is to come for all of the other families in
Committee of AlBustan)- stands in the neighbourhood.

his front garden among his lemon
trees and fragrant Raihan bushes an
shows us the demolition order which
means that his home can be
demolished at any moment.

Leaving Silwan we were struck by the contrast between thedmnn and threatened Palestinian areas
and the new, fortified Israeli settlements that tleternational community all consider to be illegal.

lllegal Israeli settlement of Yafe Nof in Jabal Mukabdtast One of the countless illegal Israeli settlements we saw while drivin
Jerusalem from one devastated Palestinian neighbourhood to another.
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Sheikh Jarrah

- .‘v. S 5 > ;
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RifkaAl-Kurd (88 years old) stands dejectedly in front of her home from which she
occupy on a rotational basis. This photo was taken seconds after the illegal settlers (standing behind her indgh® flbing a torrent of verbal

abuse at her and her two middlaged daughters.

Sheikh Jarrals another Palestinian neighbourhood in occupied East Jerusalem. It has become infamous
F2N) LaNI St Qa FT2NOAOGES SOAOQUA2YyA 2F tlfSadAyAly
families have been, and are being, threatened with beewcted from their homes. The Israeli
justification for the evictions often relates to their claim that the Palestinian houses have been
renovated without the requisite Israeli permits (which the Israeli authorities almost never grant to
Palestinians anywg. Nevertheless, it is becoming abundantly clear that this is just a means to initiate
what will eventually be a forced mass Palestinian expulsmm the area.

We visited the home of the Aurd family, where they have lived for three generations, aedhad just
begun to talk to 88 year old Rifka-Kilird and her two daughters (Randa and Nadia) when three young
Israeli settlers marched arrogantly on to the property and up to what used to be part of tKerAl

home. This move was accompanied by thegdlesettlers shouting profanities at the elderly woman in
Hebrew, calling them Arab animals and other extremely derogatory things

A few minutes later, after angry words were exchanged on both sides, we sat with the women in the
solidarity tent which theyhave refused to abandon. They told us how Rifka and her husband built their
home here in the 1950s when they were first made refugees by Israel. The United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) authorised thewettrthis region

of Sheikh Jarrah, they explained. However, an Israeli court order recently claimed that the extensiq
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their home was illegal and subsequently she and her family were expelled and the settlers moved in and
now take it in shifts to ocquy the premises. Although the court officially held that the settlers could not
live there either, neither the police nor the local authorities do anything to stop them.

(L-) Jeremy, Andy and Seumiasthe solidarity tent Rifka, Randa and Nadia Klurd

Rifka and her daughters refuse to leave their home and now live in the back room of the property,
spending their days in protest in the small open tent where we all sat. The family is well aware that they
can do nothing abouthe settler violence on their own property as the police, if called, will only defend
the settlers and arrest the women, again. They recount one particular occasion when 60 settlers
attacked their home, throwing out all of their furniture and assaulting tamily viciously, hurting Rifka

and her daughters, one of whom was hospitalised for a week.

It is clear that the targeting of families such as theKatds, the AlGhawis and the Hanourns, as we
were told repeatedly, part of a larger Israeli plan to move Palestinians out and illegal settlers in, and
GWdzRI AT S¢ WSNHzFf SYo

9 ad WSNHzlIfSY Aa O2yaARSNBR dzyA@SNERIff& 06AGK
Palestiniand A Ay 3 Ay {KSA{K WFENNIK la ¢Sttt a Ftf 20K
LISNB 2y aé dzy RSNI AYUSNYl GA2y It fl g0 /2yaSldsSyiaftes
of those areas is in breach of that law. Neverthelesselsrantinues to dispossess Palestinians to make

room for an influx of illegal Jewish settlers.

Situated directly opposite the AY dZNR Q& K 2D¥KS 36 Al KF¢  (L-R) Andy Slaughter (Labour MP); Ahmad Attoun (PLC member);
house has also been taken over by Israeli Settlers. Khaled AbuArafah (PLC member); Muhammad Totah (PLC member
and Jeremy Corbyn (Labour MP)
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