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Middle East Monitor and Friends of Al-Aqsa Parliamentary delegation to the West Bank 
and Israel 

 

The Delegation 
 
In an attempt to explore the current situation of Palestinians living inside Israel and the occupied West 
Bank, the Middle East Monitor (MEMO) and Friends of Al-Aqsa organised a small parliamentary 
delegation to the region. The delegation toured some of the most troubled hotspots in the area, 
including Silwan where at least 88 Palestinian houses are currently subject to Israeli demolition orders; 
Hebron where Israeli militarisation and settler violence has devastated the neighbourhood; and the 
Negev Desert in Israel where the Palestinian Bedouin are subjected to efforts to wipe them and their 
villages off the map. 
 
The programme was intense and fast-paced and highlighted the many and varied ways by which 
tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛǎ 
ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǊōƛǘǊŀǊȅ ŀǊǊŜǎǘǎ όŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ōȅ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜύΤ 
the demolition of Palestinian homes; the arrest and interrogation of children; the racist apartheid-style 
checkpoints; the illegal apartheid wall; and many other oppressive measures used by Israel to subjugate 
a people under occupation. This journey brought home to the delegation just how urgent it is for the 
international community to mobilise itself and bring the occupation to an end. 
 
In addition to meeting with local Palestinians and hearing about their daily struggles under the 
occupation the delegation also met with both sides of the Palestinian political spectrum, including 
members and representatives of Fatah and Hamas. 
 
The delegation consisted of British members of parliament Mr Jeremy Corbyn (Labour party) and Mr 
Andrew Slaughter (Labour Party), accompanied by Seumas Milne (columnist and Associate Editor of the 
Guardian), Jenny Ousbey (journalist) and Dr Hanan Chehata (Press Officer for the Middle East Monitor). 
It took place between 5th ς 9th November and was coordinated by Lubna Masarwa. 
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Delegates and accompanying members 
 

  
 
 

   
 
   
                               

Andrew Slaughter ς Labour MP Jeremy Corbyn ς Labour MP 

Seumas Milne (Columnist and Associate Editor of the Guardian) Jenny Ousbey ς Journalist 

Dr Hanan Chehata (Press Officer for the Middle East Monitor) Lubna Masarwa ς Delegation co-ordinator 
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DAY ONE 
ISRAEL 
 
Umm el-Fahm 

 

        
 
 

Our journey began with a series of meetings with Palestinians (Israeli-Arabs) living in Israel; Palestinians 
make up around one fifth of the total population of the Zionist state. 
 
Having followed news reports in the weeks leading up to our visit of violent clashes between Israeli 
police and local Palestinians we went to Umm el-Fahm, a Palestinian city in Israel, to find out what had 
caused the latest flare-up. 
 
In our meeting with Mr Khaled Hamdan, the major of the Umm el-Fahm Municipality, and several 
official representatives of the Islamic movement in Israel, he explained that over the last few months 
there have been several demonstrations led by the Chairman of the National Jewish Front, Baruch 
Marzel. In the most recent event, on 27th October, violence broke out following extreme provocation by 
.ŀǊǳŎƘΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ол 
Palestinians being injured and dozens arrested. 
 
Extreme right-wing Marzel and his followers claim to have been protesting against Umm el-Fahm being 
ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀ ά¢ǊƻƧŀƴ ƘƻǊǎŜέΤ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 
why they protested outside the home of Sheikh Raed Salah, the leader of the Islamic movement in 
Israel. Marzel has made it clear that he wants to make the Islamic movement illegal and wants it 
branded as a terrorist body. 
 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ aŀǊȊŜƭΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ ор ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мΣолл 
ŀǊƳŜŘ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǳƴƛǘǎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎΩ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ only 15 minutes or so, it cost 
Israel approximately $1,100,000. 
 
The mayor explained that Umm el-Fahm is a welcoming city and that they have no problem with their 
Jewish neighbours generally but that on this occasion his council had asked that these extremists not be 
allowed to demonstrate in such a provocative manner. Nevertheless, the Israeli court did not listen to 
their request and the Zionist procession was given permission to go ahead. As the crowds gathered the 

Umm el-Fahm Municipality meeting Mayor of Umm el-Fahm ς Sheikh Khaled Hamdan 
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mayor himself used a megaphone to urge local residents not to react and to stay calm in the face of 
provocation from almost one and a half thousand soldiers; however, moments later the soldiers began 
to attack the civilians. Among those injured in the fray were some elderly people; the mayor himself was 
shot in the leg; and Haneen Zoabi (a Palestinian member of the Israeli Knesset) was targeted, 
ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǊǳōōŜǊ ōǳƭƭŜǘǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǘ 
ǳǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΣέ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ YƘŀƭŜŘ IŀƳŘŀƴΦ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǎƻƭŘiers in civilian clothing also acted as agents provocateurs 
and mixed with the crowd, inciting violent reactions before arresting the offending young Palestinians. 
 
Mr. Hamdan and his colleagues told us that in their opinion this type of demonstration is held under the 
pretext of opposing the Islamic movement but that in reality it is just part of a larger plan to create 
tension and ultimately to justify the transfer of all Palestinians out of Israel and into the Palestinian 
Authority areas. Such a transfer would not only be a violation of international and humanitarian law but 
ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎΦ ά!ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣέ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȅƻǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ άǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ 
The Jews came to occupy us, not the other way around. We consider events such as this as their way of 
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜƭ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 
 
This was not the only time during the trip that we learnt of fears that Israel is working towards the 
ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜΥ ά²Ŝ are 50,000 residents 
in Umm el-CŀƘƳέ aǊ IŀƳŘŀƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎΣ άōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǘǊƛŀƴƎƭŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ нллΣллл ŀƴŘ 
LǎǊŀŜƭ ǎŜŜǎ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ 
Palestinians out of Israel used to be the rhetoric of the extreme right, it is now part of mainstream Israeli 
discourse and an entrenched feature of Jewish-Israeli thought. Palestinian citizens of Israel are called a 
άǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊέ ƻǊ ŀ άŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǘƛƳŜ ōƻƳōέ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀttacks against Palestinians are 
becoming more frequent and more intense. Whether it is manifested in the provocation of riots such as 
that at Umm el-Fahm, or the widespread arrest of Palestinian human rights activists, or the way that 
Palestinian Knesset members, such as Haneen Zoabi, are being targeted, or the highly controversial 
LǎǊŀŜƭƛ άƭƻȅŀƭǘȅέ ƭŀǿǎΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƴŘ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎΦ 
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Dr Jamal Zahalka - Palestinian Knesset member 
 

   
 
 

We met with Palestinian Knesset member Dr Jamal Zahalka in his office in Kafar Qara Village. We spent a 
lot of time talking about the problems that face the Palestinian citizens of Israel. Every single aspect of 
their daily lives is haunted by the occupation, he told us, whether it is in relation to education, land 
entitlement or healthcare services; the Palestinian people suffer from discrimination at every possible 
level and are treated worse than second-class citizens.  
 
Janan Abdu- Makhoul ς (Wife of Palestinian political prisoner Ameer Makhoul) 
 

       
     
 
There have been numerous reports in recent years about an Israeli crackdown against human rights 
activists and organisations in Israel so we were interested to meet the wife of one of the most notable 
recent political prisoners. Janan Abdu- Makhoul is the wife of Palestinian human rights activist Ameer 
aŀƪƘƻǳƭ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǎΦ Wŀƴŀƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭΦ Lƴ 
her own right, Janan is a self-ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ άŦŜƳƛƴƛǎǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ-time as an art 
theraǇƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ 
her efforts are now directed towards a campaign seeking justice for Ameer. 

Dr Jamal Zahalka (L-R) Andy, Jamal, Seumas, Jenny 

Janan Abdu- Makhoul (L-R) Andy, Janan, Jeremy and Hanan in the Makhoul family home 
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{ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ άLǘƛƧŀŀƘέΣ ŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ !Ǌŀō ŎƻƳmunity-based 
organisations made up of around 85 Palestinian NGOs within Israel. He is also the chairman of the Public 
Committee for the Defence of Political Freedoms (working within the framework of the High Follow-Up 
Arab Committee for Palestinians in Israel - an important Arab unification organisation). He is a well-
known activist for Palestinian human rights, taking part in conferences frequently, both locally and 
internationally. Writing, as he did, about the issue of Palestinian refugees; the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement against Israel; a one state solution and suchlike, he became an increasingly 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘΣ ŀǎ Wŀƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΣ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƴ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǎƛŘŜΦ 
 
!ƳŜŜǊ ǿŀǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎΣ άƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ сǘƘ aŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǘǊŀǳƳŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ 
prolonged pre-dawn raid by Israeli police and armed security agents. The Makhoul family home was 
raided and Ameer was taken away as his wife and two daughters, Hind and Huda (13 and 17), looked on. 
After being ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀŘƻΣ !ƳŜŜǊΩǎ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŀǿ ƘƛƳΤ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ 
that he looked extremely pale and tired and that he would not make eye contact with them, despite 
having been out of touch with everyone for weeks. He eventually told them that he had been tortured 
ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊƛŀƭΦ Wŀƴŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά{Ƙŀōŀƪ ƳŜƴέ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ 
that they did not allow her husband to sleep for a period of more than 36 hours (some reports say 72 
hours) during which he underwent non-stop interrogation. 
 
Ameer also believes that he was drugged during the initial interrogation stages. He knows there was 
something very wrong with him. Janan told us that there were times when he could not even remember 
what his wife and children looked like. He asked in those early days to be given a blood test so that he 
would later be able to prove that he had been drugged but the prison doctors (in the company of his 
interrogators) refused point blank. This also came out at his trial and the judge apparently supported the 
ǇǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ōƭƻƻŘ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
drugged. 
 
According to Janan, Ameer also claims to have been tortured physically during his interrogation. He 
described having his legs and arms wrenched backwards and tied to his low chair. His head was forced 
ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ όƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ άǎƘŀōŀƪ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴέύΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ 
to sign a statement in which he had to confess to charges of espionage, spying for Hezbollah and passing 
information to the enemy during times of war. 
 
!ƳŜŜǊΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘƛƳ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ 
detention facility is part of a wider pattern of Israeli abuse of prisoners. There is no doubt that Israel is 
ƎŀǊƴŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜΦ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ .Ψ¢ǎŜƭŜƳΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
since 2001, 645 complaints have been filed regarding Israeli methods of interrogation; not a single one 
of which has been followed-up by the Israeli authorities. 
 
Beyond his confession, which is now widely accepted to have been extracted by torture, there is not a 
ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎƘǊŜŘ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !ƳŜŜǊ aŀƪƘƻǳƭΦ Iƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ Wŀƴŀƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎΣ άhŦ ǘƘŜ олΣллл ǿiretapped 
phone calls that we made since March 2009, of which they [the Israeli authorities] have all the 
ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘƛƳΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎŀǎŜ 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !ƳŜŜǊ ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΤ ά²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎΣέ 
Wŀƴŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¦ƴƭƛƪŜ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ 
ŜƳŜǊƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ Wŀƴŀƴ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ǘƘe 
information Israel accuses her husband of passing to Hezbollah is available online and so is hardly a 
matter of state security. 
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Having been forced to confess and facing a life sentence, Ameer was forced to plea bargain with the 
state; he has now confessed to some of the charges laid against him in order to avoid such a lengthy 
term in prison. He will be sentenced on 5th December 2010 and having already been found guilty his 
sentence is likely to be 7-10 years.  
 
Although the case of Ameer Makhoul is an example of an alleged gross miscarriage of justice, he is but 
one man, albeit a symbol of the thousands of other Palestinian men, women and indeed children who 
are being held on false charges (or no charges at all) in Israeli jails. Working on issues relating to human 
rights, political matters and civil liberty issues makes you a target for the Israeli authorities, particularly 
if you are Palestinian. Today Ameer is the target, tomorrow it could be any of the other thousands of 
Palestinians who are working for human rights within Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
(OPT). Meeting Janan and hearing about the persecution of her husband (and now herself ς she has 
received many threatening phone calls and letters since his arrest) drove home the urgent need to make 
Israel more accountable for its actions. The Israeli prison system must be much more transparent; it 
should stop its well-documented (and legally sanctioned) torture of detainees, and abide by 
international laws regarding their treatment. Amnesty International and other human rights 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ !ƳŜŜǊ aŀƪƘƻǳƭΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΦ  
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Day Two 
OCCUPIED EAST JERUSALEM 
 
Silwan ς Al-Bustan Solidarity Tent 
 
On the second day of the visit, the delegation travelled to Silwan, one of the biggest towns in occupied 
East Jerusalem, located to the south of the Old City. In 2002 the Israeli-led Jerusalem municipality 
decided to demolish Al-Bustan neighbourhood in Silwan. It has since issued orders to demolish at least 
88 homes in Al-Bustan, home to more than 1000 people, under the pretext that this land is part of the 
ancient city of Biblical King David. This ancient claim is being used in an attempt to justify Israeli 
breaches of international law and the forced eviction of Palestinian families from their homes and 
demolition of their properties. The Israelis intend to build a King David Theme Park on this land. 
 

 
 
 

 
We went to meet some of the local residents in the solidarity tent set up in Al-Bustan. The tent was 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ {ƛƭǿŀƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
neighbourhood. It has been visited by thousands of people since then, all of whom have come to show 
their support for the people of Silwan. Visitors have included NGO representatives, politicians, 
ambassadors and human rights activists. Recent visitors include ex-US President Jimmy Carter and 
former Irish President Mary Robinson. 
 

Silwan ς Al-Bustan is the large neighbourhood at the foot of this hill 
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We were joiƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘ ōȅ WŀƳŀƭ WƻƳŀΩŀ όǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƭ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴύ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
representatives of the popular committee of the neighbourhood including Fakhri Abu Diab (the head of 
the popular committee) and local residents Aida Rishq and Sheikh Musa Abu Snena. 
 

 
 
 
According to estimates, about 70% of the inhabitants of the neighbourhood are women and children. As 
such, we asked to hear from one of the women directly affected by the Israeli assault on the area and 
we were introduced to Aida Rishq (Umm Yusuf), a mother of seven. Aida explained that she was born on 
this land and has lived here all her life and yet her home is one of the 88 targeted for demolition. She 
said that the Israeli municipality issued demolition orders to homes in Al-Bustan with no thought or care 
as to where those families will go once their homes have been destroyed. No real compensation is being 
offered, she added; their human rights are being violated and no one is doing anything to stop it. 
 
Aida claimed that the threat to their homes is putting an incredible strain on families in Al-Bustan, 
especially the children. She said that mothers send their children off to school in the morning afraid that 
they may not come home in the evening as they may have been arrested by the Israeli authorities, even 
if they are only 9, 10 or 11 years old, an increasingly frequent occurrence. Aida said that young children 
are targeted regularly by the Israeli police and army in order to scare them and try to break their spirits. 
She told us that she makes her children sleep in their clothes because she is afraid that the authorities 
ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ άƪƛŘƴŀǇέ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǊΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
children suffer from sleeping problems and Aida is often woken at night by the sounds of her children 
having nightmares. 

In the solidarity tent we were shown a map of the area with the region marked for demolition delineated clearly. On the ground lies a box of 
used gas cannisters and shell casings that settlers and police have fired recently at local Palestnian residents. 
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Another fear for Aida is the constant threat and related terror that comes with being surrounded by 
illegal Jewish settlers; she is always worried about attacks. One day, she said, settlers just moved into 
the neighbourhood and ever since, due to their acts of aggression against local Palestinians, she and 
other residents can no longer move about freely. She is too scared to go for a walk or to go to the local 
shops for fear of a settler attack. 
 
Sheikh Musa Abu Snena related how his 10 year old son has been arrested 4 times and that two of his 
children have been in jail since June. He told us that he sleeps in his clothes because the last time he was 
arrested he was paraded through the streets in his underwear and taken to jail for interrogation. 
 
The delegation was told that there are around 50,000 residents in Silwan (according to local Palestinian 
figures) and yet since 1967 only around 100 licences have been granted for them to develop their 
homes. The illegal settlers, on the other hand, of whom there are only about 400 (often from America or 
Britain and with no historic or blood ties to the land), have free rein to take over and develop any 
property they like. 
 
Ultimately, the local Palestinians have agreed not to leave their homes, partly because they have 
nowhere else to go and partly to stand up for their rights to stay on the land on which they have lived 
since before the Israeli state was even created in 1948. 
 
In the last three years the situation has reached the point where Palestinians all over Israel and the OPT 
are being told to tear down their own homes and if they do not do it, they are charged by the Israeli 
authorities for the costs of the Israelis demolishing them; the cost being around NIS100,000 (New Israeli 
Shekels - ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ϷолΣлллύΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΣέ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ CŀƪƘǊƛ 
!ōǳ 5ƛŀōΣ άŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ LǎǊŀŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфст ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
15,000 hoƳŜǎ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŀƭƻƴŜ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΦέ 
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Israel claims that these houses are illegal as they were built without a permit but Fakhri said that some 
of the houses were built before 1967, some in the 1970s and some in the 80s, and no one told them not 
ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴŘΦ ά²Ƙȅ ƴƻǿΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ пл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΣ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀǊ 
ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŘƻǿƴΚέ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ 
 
TƘŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿŜ ƳŜǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ 
as the government tries to rid the city of its native Palestinian population. 
 
 
Tour of Al-Bustan 
 
After leaving the solidarity tent we went for a tour of Al-Bustan and saw some of the homes threatened 
with destruction. Although the demolition orders have already been issued there has been no timetable 
given to the residents. As such, the entire community lives in constant fear that Israeli bulldozers can roll 
in at any time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sheikh Musa showed us the key to his family home and pointed out where his family home stands... for now. 
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One resident showed us his home. He told us that his mother had lived there all her life before him and 
he showed us the very spot where he was born. He said that he had nowhere else to go and that when 
the bulldozers came he would prefer to stay inside his home and die rather than leave his birthplace and 
the only home he and his family have ever known. 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Leaving Silwan we were struck by the contrast between the run-down and threatened Palestinian areas 
and the new, fortified Israeli settlements that the international community all consider to be illegal. 
 

      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the residents of Al-Bustan - 
Fakhri Abu Diab (Head of the Popular 
Committee of Al-Bustan) - stands in 
his front garden among his lemon 
trees and fragrant Raihan bushes and 
shows us the demolition order which 
means that his home can be 
demolished at any moment. 

One of the houses which has already been destroyed in Al-Bustan is 
a stark reminder of what is to come for all of the other families in 
the neighbourhood. 

Illegal Israeli settlement of Yafe Nof in Jabal Mukabar - East 
Jerusalem. 

One of the countless illegal Israeli settlements we saw while driving 
from one devastated Palestinian neighbourhood to another. 
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Sheikh Jarrah 
 

 
 
 

 
Sheikh Jarrah is another Palestinian neighbourhood in occupied East Jerusalem. It has become infamous 
ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŦƻǊŎƛōƭŜ ŜǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǎǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ 5ƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ 
families have been, and are being, threatened with being evicted from their homes. The Israeli 
justification for the evictions often relates to their claim that the Palestinian houses have been 
renovated without the requisite Israeli permits (which the Israeli authorities almost never grant to 
Palestinians anyway). Nevertheless, it is becoming abundantly clear that this is just a means to initiate 
what will eventually be a forced mass Palestinian expulsion from the area. 
 
We visited the home of the Al-Kurd family, where they have lived for three generations, and we had just 
begun to talk to 88 year old Rifka Al-Kurd and her two daughters (Randa and Nadia) when three young 
Israeli settlers marched arrogantly on to the property and up to what used to be part of the Al-Kurd 
home. This move was accompanied by the illegal settlers shouting profanities at the elderly woman in 
Hebrew, calling them Arab animals and other extremely derogatory things. 
A few minutes later, after angry words were exchanged on both sides, we sat with the women in the 
solidarity tent which they have refused to abandon. They told us how Rifka and her husband built their 
home here in the 1950s when they were first made refugees by Israel. The United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) authorised them to move to this region 
of Sheikh Jarrah, they explained. However, an Israeli court order recently claimed that the extension to 

Rifka Al-Kurd (88 years old) stands dejectedly in front of her home from which she has been evicted and which ultra-orthodox Jewish settlers now 
occupy on a rotational basis. This photo was taken seconds after the illegal settlers (standing behind her in the photo) flung a torrent of verbal 
abuse at her and her two middle-aged daughters. 
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their home was illegal and subsequently she and her family were expelled and the settlers moved in and 
now take it in shifts to occupy the premises. Although the court officially held that the settlers could not 
live there either, neither the police nor the local authorities do anything to stop them. 
 

  
 
 

Rifka and her daughters refuse to leave their home and now live in the back room of the property, 
spending their days in protest in the small open tent where we all sat. The family is well aware that they 
can do nothing about the settler violence on their own property as the police, if called, will only defend 
the settlers and arrest the women, again. They recount one particular occasion when 60 settlers 
attacked their home, throwing out all of their furniture and assaulting the family viciously, hurting Rifka 
and her daughters, one of whom was hospitalised for a week. 
 
It is clear that the targeting of families such as the Al-Kurds, the Al-Ghawis and the Hanouns is, as we 
were told repeatedly, part of a larger Israeli plan to move Palestinians out and illegal settlers in, and 
άWǳŘŀƛȊŜέ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΦ 
 
9ŀǎǘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭƭȅ όǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭύ ǘƻ ōŜ άƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅέΦ ¢ƘŜ 
Palestinians ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ƘŜƛƪƘ WŀǊǊŀƘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜΣ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǿΦ /ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ŀƴȅ ŦƻǊŎƛōƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǳǘ 
of those areas is in breach of that law. Nevertheless, Israel continues to dispossess Palestinians to make 
room for an influx of illegal Jewish settlers. 
 

 
 

(L-R) Jeremy, Andy and Seumas in the solidarity tent Rifka, Randa and Nadia Al-Kurd 

Situated directly opposite the Al-YǳǊŘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ !ƭ-DƘŀǿƛ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
house has also been taken over by Israeli Settlers. 

(L-R) Andy Slaughter (Labour MP); Ahmad Attoun (PLC member); 
Khaled Abu-Arafah (PLC member); Muhammad Totah (PLC member) 
and Jeremy Corbyn (Labour MP) 


