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9™ ¢ 11" July 2010: Jerusalem, Occupied Palestinian Territories and Israel

Baroness Tonge (Liberal Democrat), Lord Ahmed (Labour) and Lord Hylton (Independent).
Accompaied by Shazia Arshad (Parliamentary Officer, Middle East Monitor).

The trip was fully sponsored Ibiye Middle East Monitor.

The trip was organised as an emergenicsytto focus on the urgency of the plights Bélestinian
LegislativeCouncil (PLOYlemberswho are currently faced with deportation. Muhammed Abu Teir,
Ahmad Attoun, Muhammed TotahndKhaled Abu Arafeli-ormer PA Minister of Jerusalem Affairs
have been served with deportation orders by the Israeli authorities under claims of disloy#ity to
state. Although they are elected representatives they have been ordered to leave Jerusalem where
they have lived all their lives and where ithéamilies continue to reside. Muhammad AbeifThas
already been arrested by the Israeli authorities. Témaining three PLC members have now sought
refuge at the Red Cross.

Whilst in the Occupied Territories and Jerusalem,Dekegation were also able to meet with Arab
Members of the Israeli Knesset and other Members of the Palestinian Legislative chasmnoelt

local residents of Palestinian areas of East Jerusalem that are threatened with demolition to create
way for newillegallsraeli settlement homes.

TheDelegation listened to many reports of the current situation in Palestine and they will now
corntinue to press the UK government for further action.
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Silwan

Figure2 The many Palestinian homes which
are threatened with demolition to make way
for the construction of the'€ity of David2

Our first meeting was with local
inhabitants of the Silwan area and
members of the Popular Committee
against Demolitions. In Silwan the
local Committee have established a
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these tents built in local Palestinian TS S

comnunities around Jerusalem. The
hope is that these tents will act as lo
for the local communities thatesist the demolition orders that are served to Palestinian homes.

Residents in Silwan village including it8Aktan neighbourhood have been threagzhwith

demolition noticesn order to create way for contired archaeological excavatieanThe Israelis claim
that they hope to build thé€ity of Davi€ln this area as this is where they believe they will find King
5 ARQA G(G2Y0 T2t dicaldigsyTHis exdavatiolNwortk iX2akirg Blacé ®neath
Palestinian homes destroying the foundations of thi®uses The archaeological digs are snaking
across from aBustan towards the Old City and tieeare reports that these digs are taking place
under akAgsaMosque the thirdholiestsite in IslamAt the meeting in Silwan the &egation met
residents of the area whose fears of demolition were made only too real wherstiidihat they did
not want to go through the experience of transfer agdiaving already experienced a history of
transfer of their populationin 1948 and 1967.

It was the personal effect of the deritions which was most obvious, one resident noted that
children were now so afraid of the demolitions which could take place ytiare that many often
went to bed fully clothed and wergequentlyunable to sleep for fear of being forced to leave their
homeswithout notice, as they had seen happengomany of their neighbourdndeed, teachers
have raigd concerns that these ctilen@ focus on their schoolwork is rapidly decreasing as a
consequence.

The alBustan area comprises of 77 dunurms$land with 1500 inhabitants in the area. The residents
went on to describe it not just as the demolition of homes but the destructidiamily life and

! Dunum = 1000 square meters
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weaponsat the time of the demolitionsThe use of large military forces is the first stage which the
authorities use to create fear in tke communities.

The Israeli authorities have previously claimed that demolition orders are served to profkédieo
not have relevant building licenses or because the infrastructure of the area requires modification.
The local Committee recently sulitted two alternative plans which would improve the local area
and keep the homes of the current resideimgact Both plans were rejected by the Jerusalem
Municipality.

What was clear as the Delegation walked around the streets of the Silwan wiaskhef services and
amenities thathe Palestinian community had access to. The residents explained that although they
paid the same taxes as their Israeli counterparts they often had numerous problems with sewage
access to clean watemdthe conditionof the roads.

Figure3 A street in Silwarcoveredwith sewage
which residents must walk along to access their
homes

As the Delegation prepared to leave Silwan, the
residents spoke about onaf their biggest concerns;
try as they might to avoid violence with the increase
in tensions in the area violence was looking ever more
likely. It was in this spirit that the residents called on
the Delegation texertinternational pressure on
Israel to halt home demolitions across Jerusalem




Meeting the Palestinian Legislative Council Members
Muhammed Abu Teig currently in custody.

Ahmad Atoun, Muhammed Totah, and Khaled Abu Arafeh, ForRaestinianAuthority Minister of
Jerusalem Affairs.

Although the Members have sought refuge at theernationalCommittee of theRed G-oss(ICRCbhe
offices are not international property and do nleave diplomatic immunity. As the Members receive
numerous delegations from all sectors of the Palestinian as well as the international compmaunity
space is allowed to open up for the unification of sogietyrrently riddled by factionsThe Members
reman within the confines of the ICRC building and have not left the building at any time fearing that
as soon as they do they could be arrested by the Israeli authorities.

Though the Members are unable to leave the Red Grosgplex this was their secondpportunity to
talk to the Delegation having previously participated in a ground breaking video conference with them
the previous week betweethe Houseof Commons in.ondon and Jerusalem. The Members
expressed their happiness at being able to meet the faien face to face to discuss the reality of
their situation.

The Members of the PLC were elected in January 2006 under the Change and RefdhmayList.
clarifiedthat although some Hamas members had been elected under the Change and Reform List,
Christan members ha@lsobeen elected under the same ligtonfirmingthat it was not an

exclusively Hamas electoral list

The Members went on texplaintheir position further by unequivocally declaring that they had been
elected as representatives of thalestinian people first and foremost. The Members continued to
describethe extreme impossibility of their situation by noting that they had met with President
Mahmoud Abbas in order to press him to negotiate their freedom with the Israeli authoritidsedn
President Abbas himself confirmed that if the Members asserted their position as representatives of
the Palestinian people above all else this could ease the situation. Unfortunately, no further
movement has arisen as a result of these discussiotisRvesident Abbas.

At the meeting the Members of the PLC and the Delegation discussed the reality of the situation on
the ground and the way in which the Members were now forced to live. The Members highlighted
some of the simple difficulties that theyow face, such as the separation from their families. The only
way in which they can see their families is whenittifi@milies visit them at the Red Cross. The stress
of the situation was clearly unbearable for the Members and on two separate occakiong the
Delegatio® visits to the Red Crogs,o of the Members were taken ill. Should the Members be
deported from Jerusalem they will more than likely be expected to move to the West Bank or Gaza. In
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either situation they would be removed and separatesim their families and would be unable to
return to Jerusalento even visit them.

Figure4 As the PLC Members cannot leave the Red Cross they have no bathing
facilites and are forced to use thi® K A po& 0 dathe.

Whatis most clear is the fear that their case could set a precedent for a
number of other such deportations across Jerusalem. There are
approximately 300 more deportation orders for Palestinian Jerusalem
NEAARSy(Ga sK2aS WNBAaARSYEPLAIS NI A G & ¢
Members be deported it is widely believed that all other such orders will

be fulfilled.

Figure5 The Delegation with the PLC Membeasthe Red Cross.

Figure6 En route to Nazareth the Delegation viewed the
abundance of vegetation resourced by thearestricted
access to water in Israel.
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Meeting Members ofthe High Follow Up Arab Committee in Israel
Representatives of the High Follow Up Arab Committee:

1. Muhammed Zidane the head of the Follow Up Aralm@mittee
2. Sheikh Raed Salathe headof the Islamic Movement

3. Dr. Jamal ZahalkaMiember of the KnessdBalad party)

4. Raja Agbariahsecretary of Abnaa' Albalad movement

The Delegation travelled to a Palestinian village near Nazareth in Israel to meet with the High Follow
up Committee which acts as a coordinating committee between the various Palestinian communities
in Israel and represents all Arab political parties in Israel (Hadash, Balad, Da Jamma). The aim of the
committee is to represent all Arabs in Israel with one united vdit@vever, Israel does not recognise
the High Committee and has not yet commenced negotiations or discussions with the Committee.

hyS 2F (GKS /2YYAGGSSQa OSy NIt comBonitysoRa@rechghisell KS A |
Israel as a Jewish $#a explaining that if the state was recognised for its Jewish character it would
automatically lead to discrimination of Israeli citizens of other faiths. The Committee wanted to

ensure that the Delegation knew that the struggle of the Palestinian pesatea political, legitimate

and non violent struggle.

Muhammed Zidane referred to the history of the situation when attempting to explain the current
circumstances that the Arabs in Israel were being forced to live in. As a result of the 1948 war and the
destruction of 530 village@svithin present day Israglhundreds of deaths and thousands of
expulsionsthe 130,000 Arabs that remained in Israel faced extreme racism that exclude the Arabs
from Israelipubliclife.

Baroness Tonge, Lord Ahmed and Udytton were pleased to be able to meet the Committee and
Lord Hylton noted that it was his first opportunity to meet with Arabs who have Israeli citizenship.
This meeting provided the Delegation with tbpportunity to hear about life for Arabs living witih
Israel. Baroness Tonge noted that iamidely held view in the UK and Europe that Arabs living in
Israel are offered the same treatment and services as their Israeli counterparts. However, as the
Committee went on to explain this was not the case.

Dr Zahalk&ited education as onef the most prominent examples of discriminatiagainstArabs.
Most education is separated between Arabs and Israelis, with two separate schooling systems.
Furthermore very little is taught about the history of Palestias a whole and the history syllabus
mainly focuses on the history of Zionism. Dr Zahalka described it as an attempt to dbstroy
Palestinian idntity of the Arab citizens dérael. It was estimated thaewishisraelischools get
approximately 3 or 4itnes the budget of Arab Israeli schodloseArab childrerthat are able to
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complete their educatioriind thatthe discrimination they face continues to filter through into the
workplace. It is estimated that only 20% of Arab women are able to find gmm@ot, as most work is
located away from Arab villages and communities, meaning that women are unable to travel to work
andthis consequently lim#their work opportunities

The Committee provided numerous other examples of discrimination such as Bealihesand

recounted that infant mortality amongst Arabs was twice that of Jewish Israelis. They also stated that
many hospitals are not located near Arab communities and many Arab areas do not have access to
ambulances meaning that access to emergdmegith care is much more restricted. Other areas of
discrimination range bm industry to landwnershipto political activity to housing. Indeed, housing

was cited as another example of discrimination with only 205%ndwithin Israelbeing owned by
Arabsdespite the fact that they constitute 20% of the populatioheTack of building permits means

that many Arab families are unable to build homes large enough for their families.

Although many areas of discrimination were highlighted to Dle¢egatian, as Lord Ahmed noted, it is
very unusual for Europeans and Britons to hear about the plight of Arabs living in Israel. The
Committee called on the Delegation to hold a magnifying glass to the situation of Arabs in Israel to the
international community. Beikh Raed Salah noted that the situation is often not discussed in the
wider international community due to a lack of information. The Committee have little access to
internationaldelegatesand are often unable to meddon Governmental Organisationgose that

they are able to meet are often then labelled as extigtror terrorist organisations. He went on to
describe the situation in further detail when he noted that oftiwe Israelidiscourse surrounding the
situation ofArabsin Israeldescribes thenas guests within Israel not as citizens of the country nor as
the indigenous people of the land. Heen called on the delegation to discuss the situation of Arabs
in Israel amongst their international counterparts and furthermore, to remember the histiottye
Nakba as the cause of the current difficulties that they face.

The Delegation expressed not only their
concern but their commitment to continue
their campaign to highlight the situation of
the Palestinians. As they continue to lobby
the UK, the B and the UN they hope that  *
further international pressure will be applied ;';:'"4'

on Israeko improvethe situation that Arabs ==
facewithin Israel

[
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Figure7 The Delegation with Members of the High
Follow up Committee
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Meeting Palestinian Legislative Counbllembers, Ramallah

Aziz Dweil; Speaker of the Palestinian Legislative Council
AbdurRahman Zeidag PLOMlember

Hatem Qafeeshal PLC Member

Mahmoud Ramahi PLC Member

Omar Abdel RazegjPLC Member

arwdE

The Delegation travelled to Ramallah througk Qalandiya checkpoint to enter the West Bank. As
they entered the West Bank there was a clear distinction betwhe Israeli areas they had seen the
previous day and the Palestinian territories they were now travelling through.

Figure8 Entering the West Bank through the
Qalandiya checkpoint

Upon arrival in Ramallah the Delegation

__ met with 5 PLC Members who explained
- that they were delighted to be able to

; meetthe Delegation as they have had no
access to European Parliamentarians since
the elections of January 20@&@hen they
were elected)® Although they had
expected to have access international
parliamentary colleagues tlydhave found
that the rejection of Hamas has meant
that they have been ignored by the
international community.

After welcoming the Delegation the PLC Members expressed their dismay at the lack of action by the
international community, specifically the EU and the UK, taken against \gnadi has beerallowed

to continueits occupation of the West Bank and East Jerusalem. He went on to express their desire to
be a free nation like any other nation in the worlddacalled on the international community to

provide assistance in this mannd@he discussion then moved onttee issue of Jerusalem aintdvas

noted that there was a developing danger for the Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem as the Israeli
authorities are increasing the number of house demolitions and deportation ordeigDweik went

on to describe it as the increasing Judaisation of Jerusalem and noted that although UN Resolutions
have been continuously ignored and violated there have beenrépercussions for Israel.

2 Theseelectionswere declared free and faiy international observers, including representatives from the Ukhand
United States.
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As the discussioabout Jerusalentontinuedthe Members expressed their concern that their
colleagues currently at the Red Cross in Jerusalem facing deportationbsoutedas a precedent for

a large number of other deportatits across Jerusalem. The Delegation noted that they had visited
the Members in Jerusalem at the Red Cross and were extremely concerned by the situation which
those Members were facedith.

The PLC Members went on to explain the difficulty of accessstalthgqsaMosquefor Palestinians,
particularlyfor men. They explained that access is granted by Israeli soldiers who man the various
gates to the alAgsa complex, and thainly Palestinian men over the age of 45/50 are allowed to
enter theMosque. Althogh it is the third holiest site for Muslims many Palestinian Muslims are
unable to visit the Mosque and indeed Aziz Dweik last visitéd years ago.

The Members explained that as the situation in East Jerusdégarioratesso does the situation in
the West Bank and current figures highlight 4@P®alestinian land is nowlegaly occuped under
various pretexts; settlements, expansion of settlements and natural growth of settlemems. Th
occupation has created a large number of Bantustans arohadtest Bank and as the Israeli
continue to build the Apartheitdlvall, further areas of land in the ¥t Bank become disconnected
from one another.

Although the PLC Members welcode NS A A RSy G . I N> O1 hol Yl Qa [/ | ANR
further efforts havre been made to push the Israelis to abide by international [BElnwe Members noted

their concerns that Israel would only respond to internationalgstge.Yet again, the Delegation

listened to concernghat Israe® actions must be dealt with soon as teng@mongst the Palestinians

were ever increasing. They feared that this could result in violence which would only further the
suffering of the Palestinians who had already been victims of violence.

Lord Hylton noted that it had been somewhat of a disasteen the National Unity government had
failed following the 2006 elections. However, Aziz Dweik went on to explain that following the
election all elected representatives had offered their support to President Aflbeey also accepted

that whennegotiatons and solutions were put forward to the elected representatives these would be
presented to the Palestinian people in a referendum to allow them to democratically ddwde t

future of their own country. However, key international actors imposed theidivisn the Palestinian
people and prevented the success of the unity government.imfesmation has not beerwidely
disseminated amongst the international community as the PLC Members cannot meet with
international colleagues and when they are able tosdptheyare not allowed todo so in a public

forum.

Yet the problems do not lie solely with the Israelis and the international community. Discussions
turned to issues with the Palestinian Authority (PA) #meltorture of political prisoners. lis clamed
that a large number of political prisoners have suffered torture at the hands of the PA security forces
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and it was reported that there have been a number of custodial deaths. The Delegation were unable
to ascertain the exact amounts of British taxpesyenoney which funds the PA security forces but
noted that they would be making enquiries with the British government upon their return.

Although the PA receives large amounts of funding from international sources the PLC members
declared that theaspirdion of Palestiniarpeople isto be economically independent and it be

reliant upon foreign aid. The Delegation noted that they had witnessed much evidence of
development en route to Ramallah but the PLC Memieggdainedthat this was the specific ca®f
private investment from the Palestinian diaspora dhdt the general economy of the West Bank was
relatively stagnant. It was agreed that the economy could only develop once the Palestinians in the
West Bank were free and independent and able tal&é@nd communicate with the international
community with no restrictions.

As the Delegation received thanks from the Members for their visit the Members reiterated their
hope for assistance from the international commurtiby

achie\e their independenceTheyreassured the Delegation

that they would accept whatever negotiations would best

benefit the people of Palestin@cluding previous

agreementsThey further stressethe gravity of the situation

that their colleagues in Jerusalem were facing and ldoghat

the delegation were able to makepresentations to the UK,

EU and UN to ensure that democracy could be upheld in East

Jerusalem and the West Bank.

Figure9 The Delegation meeting with the
PalestinianLegislative Council Members in Ramallah

Figurel0 Travelling through the dry, sparse lands of the West Bank
provided a stark contrast to theich green lands of Israel.
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